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-* . moſt judicious in this Place, that I have any ſuch unit 


Advertiſement to the Reader, 


T HE following Sheets contain the Subſtance of ſone 
1 Sermouns lately delivered, in my ordinary Courſe 
Preaching, in one of our Churches on the Lord's Day. 
had not the remoteſt Intention of making them publick 
when I preached them; but the following Preface ac 
counts for the Occaſion of it. 

:Fhen the Contagion of Infidelity in Principle, which 
cannot miſ5 to be attended with Looſeneſs and Pro 
faneneſs in Hrachice, is ſpreading 5; when the Nani 
of Chriſt is nauſeous to many; when Preaching ol 
Chriſt is become 4 Term of Reproach and Contempt, and 
it tried down. as an Engine to drive all rational Preach 
ing, (as they ſpeak) yeu, Mortality itſelf, out of the 
. World; tho it cannut but be affecting to me, as it is to ili 


my ' paſtoral Charge to deal with ; yet I do not grudgi 
to take hold of the Occaſion i My have given me, to co 
zn ny Mite, iu ſpeaking from the Preſ3 for him who 
Men delpiſe, and whom the Nations abhor, eve 
dir bir exalted. an 

mall be remembred with H 


ons. 


| To THE 


Condemen of the Dris vi- 
CAL. PRINCIPLES in Or 
about the Burgh of Perth. 


OUR unſubſcribed Miſſive, ſent to my 
Houſe by an unknown Hand, Tue/day's . 
Night before our late National Faſt, ye 
have thought fit to make publick, not 
only by diſperſing your Copies of it both in this 
hich Place and in the neighbouring Country, but „ 
ro preading them to more diſtant Places. Your Des 
ane fign is evident and plain; and therefore I thought” '- 
7 on myſelf obliged to take this publick Notice both of 
audi you and your Conduct. 
ich As for the malicious Infinuations contained in 
s your invidious Queries, wherewith your Paper is 
tf ſwelled, and whereby you flyly attack my Charac- . 
aue ter, I am not afraid that they ſhall do the leaſt 
Hurt or Prejudice unto it: And, if you have any 
col Conſcience at all, T am perſuaded L have a Teſti- 
on wony in your own Breaſts, that there is no. Truth 
vel in any of your wicked and railing Infinuations. 
un Therefore I ſhall not take any farther Notice of 
all? them, than to tell you J am not ſurpriſed with the 
Treatment you give me, I am warned of it: I have 50 
the Honour to be his Servant by Office, who has 
told me, That the Diſciple is not above his Maſter, 
wor the Servant above his Lord; and, if they have 
(led the le Maſter af the Mouſe Beelaghub, 6d "Gl 
114 


* 2 * 
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| | iv ) wh 
ſhall they call them of his Houſhold, Matth. x. 24, 25. 
But it is not at me only, it is at revealed Reli. 
gion, it is at the Goſpel through me, that your 
envenomed Arrows are directed: And tho? you 
have not the Aſſurance to come from behind the 
Curtain, to own your Wickedneſs, yet you have 
pulled off the Mask in your Paper, when you de- 
clare, that you reckon the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which I am honoured and Wlled to preach, are 
airy Speculations concerning Faith, nete Phantoms in 
Religion, which are nowhere to be found but in School. ring 
Divinity, or in the Brains of a hot Enthuſiaſt, &c. Puty 
It is for this Reaſon that I have addreſſed you un- Nreſei 
der the Character I have given you; and I do notfſhs P 
think that I ſhould have done you any Injury, tho 
a 


Ihad deſigned you A920, that is, without God. Your 


Wickedneſs has more aggravating Circumſtances inge. 
it, than theirs to whom this Character is given by Mono 
the Spirit of God, Eph. ii. 12. our 
Aſter the manifeſt Contempt you have diſcover · row 
ed of the plain Preaching of the Truths of the Go · eſta 
ſpel amongſt you, I do not think any Thing thatWſor; 
is dropt from my Pen will be much regarded by 
ou: Yet I muſt tell you, that I judge it very ap- 
Plicable to you, what an eninent Divine in the laſt 
Age writes concerning Men of the fame Complexi- 
on with yourſelves; I know not (ſays he) whether it 
were not more for the Honour of Chriſt, that ſuch Per- 
ons would publickly renounce the Profeſſion of his Nane, 
rather than practicaliy manifeſt their inward Diſregari 
unto him. i 
Tho you have no Regard for me, yet, if you 
hayeany for yourſelves, the following Sheets con- 
tain the Subſtance of ſome Sermons delivered on 
-  Subje& that deſerves your ſerious Conſideration. 
Your Miſſive led me to ſome Enlargements in tran F: 
| _ Jlribugh 


\ 


cribing the Copy for the Preſs; particularly to 
he Reaſonings, in the firſt three Inferences, with 


ich as deſpile revealed Religion, and to whom the 
reaching of the Goſpel of Chriſt is Fooliſhneſs. 


the Wwas induced, from the two following Reaſons, to 
ave nke them publick ; the one is, They contain, as 
de- Will as was delivered, what I ſpoke on the Occaſi- 


n of an Itinerant, (from whence he came I know 
ot) who brought to this Place a pretended Picture 
our bleſſed Redeemer in ſome Part of bis Sut- 
rings: And tho' I ſpoke nothing but what my 
Juty and Office obliged me unto, yet you have re- 
reſented me, firſt in the publick Prints, as preachs 
ng Principles that had a Tendency to Ble ang? 
mfuſion, and now, in your Miſſive, as the Author 
a Riot and Inſolence committed by the Mob, 
ic, TI am well pleaſed that you have done me the 
onour to make me ſhare in the Reproach that 
our Predeceſſors in Oppoſition to the Gofpel did 
row upon the firſt and beſt Miniſters of the New- 
ſeſtament Church, whom they ftiled Deceivers of 
Mankind, and ſuch as turned the World upſide down. 
d by The other Reaſon that moved me to make them 
/ ap-ſublick is, They contain the Subject IT was preach- 
e laſt}ÞÞg upon when I received your Miſſive; and I 
lexi-fſÞdged it my Duty to lay before the World a ſhort 
ber iummary of the Truths of the Goſpel, which J 
Per neither afraid nor aſhamed to preach and own, 
Vane, Id which you, after a very bold Manner, have re- 
egardrelented, in Town and Country, as airy Speculations 
nd mere Phantoms in Religion. As it was my De- 
pn, in preaching on this Subject, to lead you to 
hriſt for eternal Bleſſedneſs, br I endeavoured to 
clare ſomething concerning the Fulneſs and Glo- 
of his Perſon and Mediation, and the Neceſſity 
| Faith in him for eternal Salvation; as alſo, of 
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4 vital Union with him, 
the Fruits of Holineſs, and may yield acceptable 


of my Charge againſt that Indignity done to the 
Son of God, /by an unknown Stranger his car 
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that Men may bring for 
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Obedience unto God: If theſe Things are airy Spe 
culations and mere Phantoms in your Eyes, you de 
ſpiſe, and that unto your own Deſtruction, the 
Wiſdom, Grace and Love of God ſhining forth 
Goſpel-Revelation. I am fatisfied, that when the 
ſeveral Members of your Club were preparing thei 


Revilings and Curſings againſt me, I was employed de la 
in bringing forth the Bleſſing unto you: But, il It 18 f 
you continue to deſpiſe the Bleſſing that was offer hiſs 1 
ed you, the Word of the Goſpel, which I have nd 5 
＋ reached amongſt you, will be Witneſs thro' E Miſſi 
ternity againſt you. 5 Put 1 
It will unriddle a great Part of your Miſſiye hold 
when I tell you what is the Spring of all you the 4 
malicious Reſentment againſt me: It is becauſe Wor 
concurred with the Seſſion of Perth in their Endea It 
vours to ſuppreſs the profahe Diverſions of th Heat 
Stage in the School, a Practice that has an evident ICE « 
Tendency to corrupt the Minds of our Youth, ande! 
to debauch them in their Morals ; yet the Maſte wort 
of the School did, with a particular Inſolence, de the 7 
ſpiſe the friendly Advice and Admonition of thb 
Seſſion by their Committee, under a Pretence that he clain 
was accountable only to the Presbytery for his Wa, 
Managements in the School : It is becauſe I en . 
ert 


deavour to declare from the Pulpit againſt the 
overſpreading Wickedneſs and Profaneneſs of the 
Age, and thoſe Seminaries of it, or peculiar In- 
centives to it, which go under the Name of Aſem— 
blies and Balls: It is 33 I warned the People 


Tying about a pretended Picture of him in his Sui: 
ferings for a common Shew : Itis becauſe I join: 


— 
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. d with the Se ſion of Perth in the regular Steps 
* they took for bringing to a fair and impartial Trial 


very flagrant Report of Scandal in the Maſter of 
he Grammar-School; and for this the Seſſion of 
Perth, the moſt conſiderable Body of this Kind in 
the Bounds of the Presbytery, and who are daily 
wreſtling againſt a Torrent of Profaneneſs, muſt 
te laſhed with your virulent "Tongues and Pens, 


1 lt is for the above, and the like Reaſons, that you 
eis like Serpents or Aaders in the Path againſt me; 
end yet you have the Aſſurance to pretend, in your 
live, a Reſpect to the Doctrines of Morality : 
But you have confirmed me, that it is my Duty to 
ze bold on in what, by Way of Ridicule, you term 
zune beaten Path, even tho' the Reproofs of the 
World ſhould gall and torment you. S 
ea It is like ſome may think I have paid you too 
ne great a Compliment, when I have taken any No- 
nice of you at all; but I aſſure you, if you conti- 
nd we in your profane Banter, I ſhall never judge it 
te vorth my While to make any Return unto you. In 
je. the mean time, I ſincerely wiſh you well; and it 
has my daily Prayer for you, That you may be re- 
hd claimed from the Error and Wickedneſs of your 
high Way. 1 ; 
n 
hel Perth, Sept. 16. 
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PALM Ixxii. 17. 


His Name ſhall endure for ever; his 
Name ſhall be continued as long the 
Sun; and Men ſhall be bleſſed in him, 
CC. | EE 


HE Penman of this excellent P/alm is 
David, the Royal Pſalmiſt; it is the 
laſt P/alm that he penned, as you may 
ſee from the laſt Verſe: It bears the Title 


denned when David reſigned the Government into 
the Hands of Solomon his Son, the Hiſtory of which 
you have, 1 Kings i. 33. Though the P/alm con- 
ains a Prayer for a proſperous and happy Reign 
to King Solomon, yet a greater than Solomon is here. 
$lomon was a very eminent Type of the Lord Jeſus; 


ren him; he was called Zedidiah when he was 


wed Son in whom he is well pleaſed. Again, the 
Name Solomon ſignifies Peaceable ; this Name was 
given him, becauſe //rael enjoyed great Peace and 


9. Chriſt is the Prince of Peace; his Kingdom is 
Kingdom of Peace; all his Subjects enjoy a glo- 
nous Peace; they have Peace with God; and that 
Inward Peace of God, which paſſeth Underſtanding, is 


of a P/alm for Solomon, and it is probable it was 


he was a Type of him in the Names that were pl- 


born, that is, Beloved of the Lord, 2 Sam. xii. 25. 
do Chriſt is the Son of his Father's Love, his be= 


Tranquillity under his Government, 1 Chron. xxii. 


me of Chriſt's Legacies unto them; it is the Raya! - 


W 


. 


5 „ 
Gift and Grant of their King, John xiv, 22. So. pl 
mon built that ſtately and magnificent Fabrick, the. 
Old Teſtament Temple ; Chriſt builds the T ep/the 
© of the Lord, ard bears all the Glory, Zech. vi. 11Mfan 
He is both the Foundation and Builder of hit. 
Church, and he bears away all the Glory from hi bare 
Type. Solomon was famous for his Wiſdom ; bud 
all the Wiſdom of Salomon was only a faint Shadowfothe 
of him who is the Wiſdom of God, and in whom ar per. 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. Sohlind 
mon had immenſe Riches ; but all Fulne/s dwells iH Van 
the Perſon of Chriſt ; un/earchable Riches are wille 5. 
him, all the immenſe Tr eaſures of Glory and GracMhe a 
are in his Hand. It is Chriſt, the promiſed Me ſiaWthen 
the glorious Antitype of King Solomon, who is prin 
cipally intended in this P/a/m ; the general Strai 


of it is ſo high and lofty, the Expreflions are Ben. 
great and ſtrong, that they cannot be applied to an De, 
other : It is only of him that it can be ſaid, ThefMyerf 
{hall fear thee as long as the Sun and Moon endure dom 
throughout all Generations, Verſe 5. It is healon 1 
who comes down by the Doctrine of his Word, anq pro 
by the Grace of his Spirit, /ike Rain upon the mr of C 
Graſi, as Showers that water the Earth, Verſe i; hi 
His Kingdom alone is a Xinodom of Righteou(ne/Mhe | 
and of abundaut and perpetual Peace, Verſe 7. His 
3s to him that the Promiſe is made, That he /halWhe b 


have Dominion from Sea to Sea, and from the River we 
the Ends of the Earth, Verſe 8. And this PromiſY Thi 
gives us Ground to expect a more glorious EnlargeW us; 
ment of the Kingdom of Chriſt : Though his Per his 
ſon and Government are much deſpiſed at thi Offi 
Time in the World, and even amongſt rhoſe wHñH Wo 
bear the Chriſtian Name; yet they that dwell in M hal! 
Wit. lerneſs ſhall b>-wibefore him, and his Enemies ſhall lic ſhall 
the Hul, V erſe 9. Lee, to inſiſt upon the er 
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| 5 1 
ing Part of the P/alm, the Words I have read are 
plain Prophecy and Promiſe concerning the Me/- 
ſaß, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; he was the Object of 
the Faith, Hope and Expectation of the Old Te- 
ſtament Church; for to him gave all the Prophets 
Witneſs ; they ſpoke of him as a-coming, they 
bare Witneſs unto his Perſon, unto his Sufferings, 
and the Glory that ſhould follow : And, amongſt 
others, David was an eminent Witneſs unte the 
Perſon of Chriſt, unto his Sufferings and Death, 
ind the Glory that was to follow thereupon. His 
Name. ſays he, ſhall endure for ever, and Men ſhall 
te bleſſed in him. The Expreſſions are too great to 
be applied to any mere Creature. In the Words 
then you have a Prophecy, 1. Concerning the per- 
petuating of Chriſt's Name unto all Generations; 
His Name ſhall endure for ever. 2. Of the great 
Benefit and Advantage Men ſhall reap by him; 
They ſhall be bleſſed in bim. And, 3. of the uni- 
jerſa] Subjection of eus and Gentiles to his King- 
dom ; All Nation ſhall call him bleſſed. 

The firſt Thing remarkable in the Verſe is a 
Promiſe concerning the perpetuating of the Name 
of Chriſt, His Name ſhall endure for ever, What 
z his Name? Prov. xxx. 4. His Name. is /ecret, 
he has a Name that none knows but he himſelf. _ 
His Name is wonderful, his Name is a great Name, 
he hath a Name above every Name. 
we are to underſtand Chriſt himſelf, - and ever 
Thing whereby he makes himſelf known unto 


us; all the glorious Perfections and Excellencies of 


his divine Nature are his Name ; all his Titles and 
Office-Characters that he bears are his Name; his 
Word and his Ordinances are his Name: His Name 


ſoall endure for ever, that is, his moſt renowned Fame _ j 
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Glory, and Trumpeters of his Praiſe ; One Genera- 
tion ſhall praiſe him to another: The Glorious Ho- 
nour of his Majeſty ſhall be proclaimed, they ſhall 

declare his mighty Acts; Men ſhall ſpeak of the 
Might of his terrible As, and declare his Greatneſs, 
Pſalm cxlv. 4 5, 6. Our Lord Jeſus , got to himſelf 
a great Name in the Victory that he obtained over 
the Power of Darkneſs, namely, over Sin and Satan 
over Death, Hell, and the Grave; he has triumph 
ed glorioufly over them, and therefore he hath : 
Name above every Name. The glorious Fame of 
what he has done, of the Satisfaction that he has 
given to the Juſtice of God, of the Atonement 
that he has made for Sin, of his bruiſing the Hea 

of the old Serpent, and of the everlaſting Righte 
ouſneſs that he has brought in; the Report an 

Fame of all this ſhall endure for ever: He ſhall 
be known in all Ages and Generations as Immun 
el, God with us; as Jehovah our Righteouſneſs 
our Peace, our Strength, our Healer, our Redeem 
er, and our Sanctifier; as our great Prophet 
Prieſt and King; as the great God our Saviour. It 
is remarkable, is is faid, His Name ſhall endure 
whatever Oppoſition may be made to this gloriou 
Name, yet it „all endure. It has been the great 
Plot of Hell in all Ages to banith this Name out 
of the World, or to darken this illuſtrious and glo 


rious Name be ſame Deſign is purſued with al 
the Rage and Cuntfhg of the old Serpent in the Ag: 


wherein we live: The Perſon of Chriſt is blaſj phem: 
ed, his Word is Teproached and traduced, his 
Grace is rejected, and his Ordinances are deſpiſed: 
But his Name ſhall endure for ever ; the divine 


is Glory of his Perſon ſhall ſhine forth brightly fro 
3 . . uhder all the . and Vails that Men c1ideavout 
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draw over it; his Word ſhall ſtand its Ground 
9 1 all the Batteries of Hell; his Ordivances 
and Inſtitutions ſhail be ned and preſerved 
in his Church ; if Men pervert or corrupt them, he 
will not want ſome Weitneſtes for the Honour of 
his Name againſt any Injuries that are done to 
them; for a Seed hail do Service unto him, and it 
ſball be accounted to the Lord m a Generation ; they 
þall come and ſpall declare his Kigbteorſneſs, Palm 
56, 1 


h al The next Clauſe in the Verſe is, His Name ſhall 
e ole continued as long as the Sun. Theſe Words 
hasWire very important and enphitick; our Tranſlators 


1enflin the Text have followed the Seventz, Phe ori- 
leadBWoinal Word, which is here rendred continued, is not 
hteFoft uſed in Scripture ; I ſhall not offer any criti- 


andMcal Commentary upon it, but confine myſelf to the 
nal Tranſlation given us in the Margine, where it is 
am. Nrendred, He ſhall be as a Son to continue his Father's 
neſs Name for ever: The Father's great Name is conti- 
eemnued in the Son; he is the eflential Image of the 
Det MFather, the expreſi Image of his Per jon, Heb. i. 2. 
. I All the eſſential Attributes and Perfections of the 
ure divine Nature are in the Perſon of the Son; the 
rouFFather's great Name is in him, Exod. xxill. 21. Is 
preaithe Father the fuprome, the independent and ſelf- 

outFexiſtent God? So is the Son; therefore it is ſaid, 
gloYHe that hath ſeen the Son, hath ſeen the Father ol/o ; 
th allfifor he is in the Father, and the Father in him, John 
 AgdQxiv. 10. Again, he ſhall be as a Son to continue 
hem his Father's Name for ever; that is, the Father's 

hiffereat- Name is made known to Men in the Perſon 
1JedWof his Son, as he is Immanuel, God with us: It is 
1vinþn the Face, or in the Perſon of Chriſt, that the Light 
fro of the Knowledge of the Glory of God 1s given unto 
wou den, 2 Ger, iv. 6. I great Name of be 
50 e 
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where to be ſeen, it is nowhere to be read, it 8 
nowhere to be known, bur in the Perſon of the 
Lord Jeſus : The Love, the Mercy, and the Grace 
of God, are vented upon Sinners only in and 
through him; for it is in him that Men are bleſſed, 
This is a ſhort Hint at what has been delivered 
on the firſt Part of this Verſe. | | 
I proceed now to the /econd Part of the Verſe, 
which contains the great and unſpeakable Benefit 
that comes to Men by Chriſt. Men jhall be bleſſed in 
hin. This is the ſame Promiſe, upon the Matter, 
with that which was given to Adam immediately af. 
ter the Fall, Ger. iii. 15. and which was rencwed 
to Abraham, Gen. xili. 3. and xxii. 18. In thy Seed 
ſhall all the Nations of the Harth be bleſſed, The A- 
poſtle Pau] declares, that this was the Goſpel 
which was preached to Abraham, Gal. ili. 8. 4- 
_ braham ſaw the Day of Chriſt in this Promiſe, and 
was glad. This Promiſe, That Men jhall be bleſ- 
Jed in him, is a ſhort Sum of the Goſpel. And im it 
you may notice, 1//. What it is that is promiſed; 
it is Bleſſedneſs: The Bleſſedneſs here promiſed is 
{ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſedneſs; it is that Bleſled- 
neſs that was loſt by the Entrance of Sin ; it in- 
cludes all theſe /piritual Ble, ngs in heavenly Places 
that are beſtowed upon all that believe. 24). You 
may notice where it is that this Bleſſedneſs is to be 
found ; in him; that is, in the Lord Jeſus, who is 
God moniſeſted in the Fleſh, and who bears the 
Character of the ſecond or laſt Adam, 1 Gor. xv. 
45. and the loſt Adam rs @ quickning Spirit. He 
bears this Name, becauſe he is the Read of a new 
Family, who are redeemed from among Men by 
his Blood, and whom he quickens by his Spirit. 
But J am afterwards to open vp more fully what is 
8 * imported 
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7 orted in theſe Words, in him. 340 You may 
2 likeways notice who they are that are bleſ- 

ſed in him; they are Men; Men ſhall be bleſſed: 
Not the Angels that fined, but Men; for he took 
not on him the Nature of Angels, or, he taketh not 
hold of Angels, 12 of the Seed of Abraham he 
taketh hold, Heb. ii. 16. He took hold on our 
Nature, and e a Remnant of Mankind from 
Ruin and Deſtruction, when all the apoſtate An- 

els are ſhut up under Chains of Darkneſs. Again, 
Men ſhall be bleſſed in hin; not innocent Men, or 
Men that have not foned, but ſinful and rebellious 
Men. Adam, in a State of Innocence, ſteod in no 

Need of Chriſt the Redeemer and Mediator. He is 

the Saviour of ſinful Men, a Help found out for 

periſhing and loſt Men; He received Gifts for the 

Rebellious, that God the Lord might dwell amongſt us. 
Again, Men ſhall be bleſſed ; that is, Men indefinite- 
ly, Gentiles as well as Jews. The Words of our 
Text point at New Teſtament Times, when the 
Bleſſing of Abraham comes upon 'us Gentiles, Under 
the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation, the Revelation and 
Promiſe of the Bleſſing was confined for a confider- 
able Time to one Nation ; but now the middle Wall 
of Partition is broken down, and we Gentiles are 
madeFellow- Heirs and Partakers of his Promiſe in Chriſt 
by the Goſpel, Eph. iii. 6 4thly. You may notice in 
the Words the Manner how it is promiſed. Men 
ſrall be bleſſed ; that is, It is the unchangeable and 
irreverſible Purpoſe of his Will to bleſs Men in 
his own Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, When Satan 
ſeduced our firſt Parents into Sin, he no doubt 
thought he had brought all Mankind into utter and 
inevitable Ruin, and that he had made them as cur- 
ſed and miſerable as himſelf. This was the geeat 
Plot and Deſign of Hell: But in the Promiſe God 


intimates 
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intimates his Purpoſe of Love, Nth the Deſiſh 
of Hell is counterploted and diſappointed ; for Men 
Hall be bleſſed in him; as if it had been ſaid, The 
whole Race of Mankind ſhall not periſh, the Cap. 
tives of the mighty Power of Darkneſs /hull be takey 
away, and the Prey of the Terrible ſhall be delivered, 
Satan has done his utmoſt to ruine them, but I will 
make my great Power and Grace to be known in 
the Redemption and Salvation of a Remnant of 
Mankind, in and by my own Son the Lord Jeſus, 
The Doctrinal Propoſition that I offer you from 
the Words is this ; 


That it is in the Lord Jeſut Chriſt alone, that ſinſul 
and miſerable Men may find ſpiritual and eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs : Or, That the Bleſfedneſs that 
Men have loſt in the firſt Adam, it is to be 
found i in the Lord Feſus the ſecond Adam. 


The Doctrine is evident from the Words of the 
Text; and, for Explication of it, I ſhall, in the 
1/t Place, premiſe a few Things for paving our 
Way on this Subject. 2dly. I thall ſhew you 
what is imported in the Expreſſion, In him Men [hall 
be bleſſed. 3dly. Give you ſome Account of that 
Bleſſedneſs which is to be found in Chriſt. 4/0. 
Shew you how it comes to be ſo; or, why 1t is 
that the loſt Bleſſedneſs is to be found in him: And 
then, in the /a/? Place, make ſome practical Ule 
and [mprovement of this Sobject. 

I return to the firſt general Head, namely To 
premiſe a tew Things. 

1/t. When'God made Man at the Beginning, he 
made him happy and bleſſed: When Man came out 
of his Creator's Hands, he was bleſſed with the I- 

mage of God, Gen. i. 26, 27. And God ſaid, Let us 
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make Man in our own Image, after our Likeneſt.—S0 
Ved created Man in his own Image, in the Image of 
God created he him. This Image of God, in which 
Man was created, was {ome Reſemblanee and Like- 
neſs which he bore unto his glorious Creator, in 
Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ; and this 
was Man's peculiar Gloty and Excellency, to bear 
the Image of God; he was crowned with this Ho- 
nour and Glory above all the other Works of God's 
Hands in this lower World. But this was not all 
the Bleſſedneſs that was beſtowed upon him, for 
God condeſcended to become a promiſing. God to 
bim; he promiſed him Life upon Condition of per- 
ſect Obedience to his Law ; this Condition Man 
vas able to perform Without any Difficulty : The 
Promiſe of Life upon this Condition is implied in 
the Threatning of Death in caſe of Diſobedience, 
ben. ii. 17. and plainly declared elſewhere in 
Scripture, Rom. x. 5. When God made a Promiſe 
of Life unto Man upon the Condition of his Obe- 
lience, he condeſcended to make him” his Friend 
ind Confederate, | and here he dealt with him in 
the Way of a Covenant; this was a higher De- 
gree of Bleſſedneſs beſtowed upon Man: And in- 
leed the Diſtance between God and the Creature 
that ſo great, that tho? reaſonable Creatures do owe 
44%. {Obedience to him as their Creator, yet they can- 
it is pot expect the Fruition of him as their Bleſſed. 
Andes and Reward, but by ſome voluntary Conde- 
| Uſe Penſion on God's Part, which he was pleaſed to 
xpreſs to our firſt Parents by the Way of a Cove- 
ToÞant; and this Covenant is that which is ordinarily 
alled the Covenant of Works, wherein the whole 
g, he face of Mankind were included and comprehend- 
c out d, the firſt Adam being their common Head and | 
the I- lepreſentative, Ron. v. 12, 8 
G  2dly. 
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ah. Tho' God made Man bleſſed, yet he did 
not abide in this bleſſed and honourable State: Our 
fr{t Parents, being ſeduced by Satan, did volunta- 
rily and wickedly depart from God their Bleſſed- 
neſs ;. they tranſgreſſed his Covenant by the Breach 
of the poſitive Command that was given them for 
the Trial of their Obedience, Cen. iti, 6. Thi 
in, and Difobedience of the firſt Adam was the 
Defettion of the whole Race of Mankind from God 
their Bleſſedneſs and their Reward ; they all „ned 
in him, and by his Diſobedience every one of then 
Are. made Sinners, Rom. v. 12, —— 18, 19 

. 3d. The whole Race of Mankind, by thei 
Sin and Rebellion againſt God, are under his Curſ, 
and obnoxious to his Sin-revenging Juſtice, Whe 
Sin entred into the World, the Curſe of the broke 
Law took hold on Adam and all his Family; for 
Curſed is every one that continueth net in all Thing 

- Which are written, in the Book of the Law to do then 
Gal, 1ii.,10. Therefore, tho' God made Ma 
bleſſed, Man by his own Sin has loſt the Bleſſed 
neſs that God gave him, and brought himſelf un 
der the Curſe and Wrath of a righteous and hol 
God., This is that miſerable Eſtate into which ou 
Apoſtaſy ma DefeCtion ſrom God has brought us 
we have . forfeited every Thing that is good, anc 

| have made ourſelves liable unto every Thing tha 
g |, evil; we have loſt that beautiful and gloriou 
mage of God aſter Which we were created; v 
have loſt the Favour and Friendſhip of God; v. 


&: xi» p44 1&5, 1 * 1 b 14 ! 5 
have forfeited that Life that was promiſed unto u 


in the firſt Covenant, and weare every one born un 

der the Curſe of the broken Law; we are Childret 

of Wrath by Nature,. and, while we are in ou 

natural State, the Vrath Cd abideth on us. 
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4thly. Though all Mankind are under the Curſe, 
yet the whole Race are not left to periſh in this de- 
plorable and miſerable Condition; for God has, 
out of his mere good Pleaſure, from all Eternity, e- 
lefted ſome to everlaſting. Life, even ſome of that 
apoſtare and finſul Family : For Jon fo did fore = WM 
Hou, them he did predeſtinate. Rom. viii. 29. They e 
are predeſtinate to the Adoption of Children, Eph. Wh. 
i. 5: And it is for this End, that an eternal Re- 
venue of Glory may be given unto God, Father, 
Son and Spirit, in their Redemption from Sin and 
Wrath, FA 3s Fog, 08 2 p 
5thly. The Bleſſedneſs that Men have forfeited 
by Sin is to be found in the Lord Jeſus, and no- 
where elſe ; there is no Salvation in any other, and 
there is none other Name given under Heaven among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. The 
Incarnation, Obedience and Death of the eternal 
Son of God, is the great Mean provided, in his 
adorable Wiſdom and Love, for our Redemption 1 
from that Wrath and Curſe we are under, and fag. = 
bringing back unto us the Bleſſedneſs that we h © 
loſt. But this leads me to „ 


The ſecond Thing propoſed in the Method, which 
is, To open up the Import of the Expreſſion, Men 
ſhall be bleſſed in him. It is the Import of theſe two 
Words, In him, that J am to conſider, and there 


is very much wrapt up in them. OY Os og 
They import, in the firſt Place, that Chriſt is 
the Tregſure-Houſe of all ſpiritual and eternal Bleſs _ 
ſedneſs unto Men: In him are hid all the Treaſure 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge, Col. ii. 3. They are 
bid in him; that is, they are laid up, or treaſured + 
up in him: He is made the firſt Recipient of all 
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or Eternity: All the Bleſſings that are prepared in 


1 5 the Purpoſe of God for the Veſſels of Mercy, are 


lodged in the Per ſon of his Son, to be diſpenſcd 
and communicated by him; for it pleaſed the Father 
that in him all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, Col. j. 19. He 
becomes the Treaſure-Houſe of ull ſpiritual Bleſſings 
to Men, three Ways. 1. By his Father's eternal 
Deſignation and Appointment. 2. By the Cove- 
nant-Tranſaction with him. 3. By his actual Ma- 
nifeſtation in the Fleſh, | 

1ſt. He is the Treaſure-Houſe of all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings by the Deſignation and Appointment of 
his Father: He is deſigned in the eternal Purpoſe 
of God to be the ſecond Adam, the Head-Repre- 
ſentative of a new Family, even of a Remnant o 
the ſinful and miſerable Poſterity of Adam, who 
were given him to be redeemed and ſaved by him; 
m a he ſays himſelf, Prov, viii. 23. I was 
fet up from everlaſting. He was ſet up ta be the Me- 
diator, betwixt God and Man; he was ſet up to 
be the Centre of Union and Communion betwixt 
Heaven and Earth; he was ſet up to be our Re. 
deemer, both by Price and Power, to be a juſtily- 
ing and ſanctifying Head unto us, to bring in an 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs for Juſtification, and to 
communicate the Spirit of Holineſs unto us for our 
Sanctification: In a Word, he was ſet up to be 
the Captain of our Salvation, to bring many Sons unto 
Glory, through his Obedience and Death. And, by 
this eternal Conſtitution and Appointment, he i; 
become the Treaſure-Houſe of all ſpiritual Bleſſings 
to Men; therefore all the Fulneſs that dwells in 
his Perſon is aſcribed to the Sovereign Good Will 
and Pleaſure of the Father, Coli. 19. and for the 


ſame Reaſon the Eleft are ſaid to be cho/en in hin, i 


- Eph. i. 4. The ſovereign Good-Will and Finn: 
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God for our Recovery from Sin and Ruin, and for 


"8. | 
3 of God (which admits oF, no Cauſe or Motive 
without himſelf) is the only Source and Spring of 
our Salvation. When we are ſaid to be ch/en in 
him, the Meaning is, that he is the great Mean 
ſound out and provided in the infinite Wiſdom of 


our obtaining everlaſting Bleſſedneſs; hence the 
giving of the Son to be the Redeemer and Saviour 
s mentioned in Scripture as the Fruit and Effect of 
the ſovereign Purpoſe of Love to Sinners, John 
il. #6. and herein the manifo/d Wiſtam of God 
15 eminently diſplayed. If the Wiſdom and Love 
of God, in the Conſtitution and Appointment of his 
own eternal Son to be the Redeemer and Saviour, 
i not believed and humbly adored, it is rejected 
ind deſpiſed ; and if it is rejected and delpiſed, 
then you reckon the only Mean that infinite Wif- 
dom hath pitched upon for bringing back Bleſſed- 
neſs to Men to be Fooliſhneſs; and, if this! is Fooliſh- 
neſs in your Eyes, your Condemnation muſt be as 
nexcuſable, as it is certain and inevitable. 

2dly. ' Chriſt is the Treaſure-Houſe of all ſpiritual 
and eternal Bleſſings, by virtue of the Covenant- 
Tranſaction betwixt Jehovah and the eternal Son 
conſidered as the ſecond Adam, is plainly declared 
in Scripture, Pſalm Ixxxix. 3. Zech. vi. 13. In 
the Covenant of Works the firſt Adam was conſider- 
ed as a publick Perſon repreſenting all his natural 
Seed; God dealt with him as their Head and Re- 
preſentative, he was Truſtee for them, their Stock 
was lodged in his Hands; perfect Obedience was. 
required as the Condition of Life, Death was 
threatned upon the leaſt Failure: But Adam broke 
this Covenant, he loſt the Right and Title to Life, 
and involved himſelf and his Poſterity into Sin 
0 ry” In the Covenant: Ein with the 


. ſecond 
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| fecond Adam, there is a ſovereign Grant of th 


Covenant. Hence Chriſt, ſpeaking of them, call, 


the World; Thine ( ſays he) they were, and 100 


e 
Father, giving and delivering to his eternal Son 
to be redeemed and ſaved by him, a certain definit 
Number out of Adam's Family, who were behele 
lying in the Ruins of Sin by the Breach of the fir 
them, The Men given him by the Father out © 
gaveſt them me, John xvii. 6,——9. In this Tranſ. 
action the Son is conſidered as a publick Perſon 
ſtanding in their Law-Place, Room and Stead, un 
dertaking to do and ſuffer every Thing that Was ne 


ceſſary to ſave them from Sin and Wrath, and t 
poſſeſs them of eternal Life. More particular) 


he undertook to aſſume their Nature into a perſona 


Union with his divine Nature, and in that Nature 


-to fulfil-the Condition of Life ; that is, to viele 


the perfect Obedience that the Law or Covenant ol 
Works demanded as a Condition of Life; alſo, tc 
bear the Puniſhment incurred by the Breach © 
that Covenant, and to endure that Curſe and that 
Wrath that was the Deſert of Sin, to die that ver 
Death which by the Law is the Wages of Sin. 1 
a Word; he undertook to redeem, or buy , back, al 


the Price of his own Blood, the forfeited Bleſſing 


and to deliver by the Power of his Spirit. the law 
ful Captives, and to reſcue them, not only from 
the Guilt, but alſo from the Power, Filth, and Be 


ng of Sin, and from the Dominion and Tyrann) 
0 


pf Satan. All this you have in the following 
Scriptures, , P/alm xl. 6, 7, 8. J. xliii. 21. 


Chapter iii. throughout. Dan. ix. 24. Ia. xlix. 


24, 25. As the Lord Jeſus, in the Covenant-Tranſ 


action with him, was an undertaking Head, fo he 
Was alſo a receiving Head: All the Bleſſings de- 
 Hgned for tho elect Sinners were delivered into hi 
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SonfMand : He received on their Behalf all the Promiſes 
nitqhof the Spirit, of Grace and Glory, yea, of every 
1elfood Thing which they were to receive on the Ac- 
count of his undertaking for them : Hence it is 
call id, that Grace was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the 
t O8orld began, 2 Tim. i. 9. that is, in him as our 
tho Wfead and Repreſentative. Alſo eternal Life, which 
anſncludes all the Bleſſings wherewith Men are bleſſed 
ſoon Chrift, is ſaid to be promi/ed before the World be- 
gan, Tit. 1. 2. To whom was the Promiſe then 
S NeWWnade ? To the great New Covenant Head, the 
d Lord Jeſus Chriſt: On account of this Tranſacti- 
on with him, he is deſigned the Father's Servant, Iſa. 
xlii. 1. And, on account of his fulfilling his En- 
gagement, as alſo becauſe of that Fulneſs of Grace 
that is in his Perſon, and the Fulneſs of Merit and 
Virtue that is in his Obedience, in his Death, and 
daily Mediation, he is declared in the Word of the 
Goſpel to be given for a Covenant of the People, Ia, © 
xlii. 6. This Covenant-Tranſaction is that Bot- 
tom and Foundation on which the whole Building 
of Mercy and Grace ſtands; and it is laid open in 
the Word and Promiſes of the Goſpel, as a Foun- 
dation of our Faith and Hope for all Bleſſedneſs 
ſpiritual and eternal. wy | 
3dly. Chriſt is the Treaſure-Houſe of all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, by his aſſuming our Nature into a per- 
ſonal Union with his divine: This he did in the 
Fulnefs of Time, in conſequence of his eternal 
Undertaking, Cal. iv. 4. John i. 14. The Word 
was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us. Who is it that 
was made Fleth? The Word, that is, the ſecond 
Perſon of the adorable Trinity, who is deſcribed 
In the Beginning of this Chapter from his Eternity 
ind Omnipotence. manifeſted in the creating of all 
Things. His Manifeitation in the Fleſh is the 
_—_ | D | great 
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16 
great M. her of Gedlineſs, 1 Tim. iii. 16. If W Is F 
behold Em in the glorious Conſtitution of his Perſon 
as he is Immanuel, God with us, his Name may 
juſtly be called Wonderful. He is the mighty God 
Je Father of Eternity, yet a Child born unto us : He 
is God, and he is Man too; he is God and Man, ly Sx 
in two diſtin Natures and one Perſon for ever. 1/ 
The Union of theſe two diſtin&t Natures in one Men 


Perſon is the Effect of the manifold Wiſdom off um 
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with them, Of his Fulneſs have all we received, and 


God, and what we ſhould rather adore and admire Huble 
than curiouſly ſearch into; it is a Myſtery that n hi 
the Angels defire to look with Reverence and Ad: tion 
miration into. By aſſuming our Nature into af hi 
zerſonal Union with his divine, he is become the 
wk Treaſure-Houſe of all ſpiritual Bleſſings unto 
; for in him dwells all the Fulneſi of the Gde. 
bodily Col. il. 9. He received Gifts for Men, or Wa) 
in the Man, in 4dam, fo it is in the Original, Pſaln ss no 
xlviii. 18. Grace is poured into the Lips of the ſe- Being 
cond Adam, Pſalm xlv. 2. The Spirit in all his Ligh 
Gifts and Graces doth reſt upon him, for God gare Ms th 
not the Spirit by Meaſure unto him. His Diſciples, Mor R 
in the Days of his Fleſh, /aw the Glory of God in Hunde: 
him, and beheld'him as full of Grace and Truth, JohnWrye 
j. 14. and they acknowledge, that all the ſpiritualMee +1 
Bleſſings that they enjoyed, they found them in Day, 
him, and received them from him; and every one 
that believes will make the ſame Acknox ledgment 


him 1 


iden 


us O1 
made 


God, 
Grace for Grace, John 1. 16. Wor 


Secondly, Men ſhall be bleſſed in him; it imports, Man! 
that he is the Conduit of all ſpiritual Bleſſings unto on i 
Men: The Grace, the Love, and the Mercy of ling 
God, have a Vent upon Men through Chriſt, andEnent 
only through him. God out of Chriſt is a con-cgye, 


fuming Fire to Sinners ; his Juſtice, his e great 
8 | 05 ] 
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welllhis Faithfulneſs, are all againſt the Sinner. And 
on Mhere you may obferve, that ſpiritual Bleſſings are 
nayMconveyed unto Men through the Perſon, Death 
od Mind Mediation of the Lord Jefus, by the Means 
Hef the Word, and by the ſpecial Energy of his ho- 
an, ly Spirit. TL 
er. 1/7. He is the Conduit of ſpiritual Bleſſings unto 
one Men in his Per/5n. It is in his Perſon, as he is 
ol [nmanue!, God with us, that we have any comfor- 
ureWtable and gracious Diſcoveries of God; it is onl 
hatin him that we may look with Hope and Expecta- 
Ad- ion toward God: God comes to us in the Perſon 

> aft his Son in a Way of Grace and Mercy, and in 
them we may draw near with Hope and a holy Con- 
fidence unto God, Ju xiv. 6. J am the Way : He is 
the Way in which God comes unto us, and the 
Way in which we may come to God, and there 
s not another Way. Whatever Diſcoveries of the 
Ring and Perfections of God are given us by the 
Light of Nature, yet Nature's Light cannot afford 
us the leaſt Ground of Confidence or Truſt in God 
for Redemption from the Curſe that Sin brings us 
under, or Deliverance from the Wrath that it de- 
ſerves : Why, the Light of Nature ſpeaks nothing | 
of the Perſon of Chriſt the Redeemer, the only 
Days-Man betwixt God and us; it cannot inform 
us of an Atonement for Sin, or any Reparation 
made of the Diſhonour that is done unto the preat 
God, the ſupreme Ruler and Governor of the 
World, by the univerſal Defection and Apoſtaſy of 
Mankind from him, whereby every individual Per- 
lon is become a Rebel, yea, is continually rebel- 
ling againſt his ſovereign Authority and Govern- 
andſünent. Likeways the righteous and holy Law diſ- 
con- covers unto us the Holineſs and Purity of God the 
great Lawgiver; it informs us that we are Sinners, 
his | | * 5 and 
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and obnoxious to his Wrath ; it both finds us and 
leaves us under the Curſe, but ſpeaks nothing of a 
Way of Reconciliation unto God : It is only in 
the Perſon of Chriſt, as he is revealed in the Word 
of the Goſpel, that any comfortable Diſcoveries of 
the Glory of God are given. In him Mercy and 
Truth are met together ; in him Righteouſneſs and 
Peace kiſs each other mutually ; in him all the glo- 
rious Exeellencies and Perfections of the divine 
Nature dart forth the comforting and refreſhin 
Beams of Mercy and Grace; in him the Faithfulneſs, 
Juſtice, and Holineſs of God ſpeak Peace on Earth, 
and Good-Will towards Men; for God is in Chriſt re. 
congling the World to himſelf. 
2d. He is the Conduit of ſpiritual Bleſſings to 
Men in his Obedience and Death. The Lord Je- 
ſus, according to his eternal Undertaking, did actu- 
ally in Time ſubſtitute himſelf in the Room of Sin- 
ners; he was made under the Law, he ſuffered and 
died in their Room and Stead. In the perfect O. 
bedience of his Life he fulfilled all the Demands 
of the Law as a Covenant of Works; and, by 
| his Obedience unto it, the broken Law was magni- 
fied and made honourable : Greater Honour was done 
to the Law in the Obedience of the Son of God, 
than Adam by his Obedience could have given, | 
he had continued in a State of Innocence. Like- 
Ways, in his Sufferings unto Death, he bore that 
Puniſhment that was incurred by the Breach of the 
Law., and thereby gave Glory to the rectoral 
Juſtice of God, and to his Faithſulneſs in the 
Threatning : The Satisfaction that Chriſt gave 


| 


ners, was finiſhed and completed in his Death ; 
And therefore our Redemption and Reconciliation 
„ © kre frequently aſcribed unto the-Death of Chriſt in 
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Scripthre. By this full and compleat Satisfaction 


that he gave unto the Juſtice of God, an offended 
God is atoned, and an everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
is brought in : The great Surety, having paid 
all the Debt, obtained the Diſcharge in his Reſur- 
rection from the Dead: He is now aſcended into 
Heaven, and is /et down on the Night-Hand of the 
Majeſty on high, and conveys all ſpiritual Bleſſings 
thro? this glorious and coſtly Channel of his Obe- 
dience and Death. 
ciliation unto God, and all other ſpiritual N 


Redemption from Sin, Recon- 


flow unto Men thro' the Blood of the Lord Jeſus * 


Chrit,” Eph. i. 7. Col. i. 20, 

24ly, He is the Conduit of all ſpiritual Bleſſings 
to Men, by the Means of his Word, The rich 
Treaſure-Houſe of all ſpiritual Bleſſings is opened 
up in the Word of the Goſpel; The Goſpel 
reveals Chriſt ; it is a Preaching of him in his 
Perſon and Offices, as the great Ordinance of 
God for our Juſtification and Sanctification, and 
for our compleat Redemption and Salvation. 
Chriſt, the Treaſure-Houle of all ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
was firſt opened up in the firſt Promiſe, Cen. iii. 
15. and afterwards to Abraham, Gen. xii, 3, 18. 
After the firſt Revelation of Chriſt, the Diſcoveries 
of him were like the Morning-Light, that fſhineth more 
and more-unto the perfect Day; they grew fuller and 
clearer from Time to Time, till he himſelf ap- 
peared in Perſon on Earth, and by his Death rent 
the Old Teſtament Vail aſunder. Under the New 
Teſtament Diſpenſation he is clearly 
his Perſon and Offices : The Glory of his Perſon 
and the Bleſſings that are purchaſed by him, are 
unvailed : Every Word, every Offer and Promiſe 


of the Goſpel, every Command to believe, every 


Call and Invitation that is given you to come 2 
: 5 N : 


revealed in 


Fd 
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the Lord Jeſus, is an Opening up of the rich Tres. 
ſures of ſpiritual Bleſſings that are in him. In this 
Word that is preached unto you, Men ſpall be bleſ- 
fed in him, all the Bleſſings that are in Chriſt are 
brought nigh unto you, his Righteouſneſs and Sal- 
vation are brought unto your Door. 

4thly. He is the Conduit of all ſpiritual Bleſſings 

unto Men by his % Spirit. In the bleſſed Oe- 
conomy of our Redemption and Salvation by the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the effectual Application of all 

purchaſed and promiſed Bleſſings is committed un- 
to the Holy Ghoſt; for this End he is promiſed, 
and for this End he is given by Chriſt : Hence he 
is called the Spirit of Miſdom and Revelation in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt becauſe he gives the ſaving 
Knowledge of him, Eph. i. 17. Chriſt is not on- 
ly revealed by the Word, but he is revealed by 
the Holy Ghoſt within the Hearts of all that be- 
lieve, as the Apoſtle Paul doth expreſs it, Gal. i. 
15, 16. And, leſt any ſhould think that this 
was extraordinary, and peculiar to the Apoſtle Paul, 
(though there is no Doubt that Paul had an extra- 
ordinary Revelation of Chriſt to fit him for the ex- 
traordinary Office and Character that he was to 
bear) he ſpeaks of a ſaving Revelation of Chriſt by 
the Holy Ghoſt, as what is common to all that are 


effectually called, and peculiar to them alone; he 


expreſleth it by the Lord's ſhining into their Hearts, 
2 Cor. iv. 6. This Work of the Spirit, whercoy 
he applies the Redemption purchaſed by Chriſt, is 
his powerful Teſtimony concerning Chriſt unto 
the Souls of all that believe, according to the Pro- 
miſe, Jabn xv. 26. He ſhall teſtify of me. The 


Word is no doubt the Teſtimony of the Spirit con- 
cerning the Lord Jeſus in his Perſon and Mediation, 
but the Teſtimony of God in the Word is alſo 

brought 


fy 
Unt 


the 


the 


mans, 


. 


Evidence, 
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brought home unto the Minds of them that believe, 
by the ſupernatural Power and Energy of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt : Hence it is ſaid concerning the T heſſalo- 


That the Goſpel came not unto them in Word 
only, but alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Theſſ. 
When the Spirit of God brings home the 
Teſtimony of God in his Wore unto the Heart of 

a Sinner, the Word carries alongſt with it its own 


and all that bc 8 reſt upon God's 


own Teſtimony in his Word concerning his Son, 
evidencing itſelf in its own Lighit and Power unto 
their Minds: Hence their Faith is ſaid to ſtand, not 


in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power »f Cn.) 


. 5. 


Cor. 


The Holy Spirit is alſo promiſed to ſhew 
the Things of Chiift, John xvi. 14. He (ball glori- 


fy me, for he ſhall receive of mine 


unto you. 


and, 


be u it 
And what is it that he ee, He ſhews 


the Glory and Excellency of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
the Glory that 1s in his Uhdertaking and in his Q- 
dedience and Death, the Fulnels of Merit and Vir- 
tue that is in the Satisfaction he gave, the Suitable- 
neſs that is in all his Offices for the Mitery we are 
under. Theſe and the like are the Things that the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhews : And he thews them, not by the 
bare outward Revelation of them, but by giving a 
ſpiritual Ability to diſcern and know the Things 
of God; He gives us Underſtanding to know him that 
He creates in the Heart 
that Faith whereby we are enabled to receive and 
apprehend the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for our Redempti- 


is true, 


on and Salvation from Sin and Wrath. 


1 John v. 20. 


It is a 


certain Truth, that none can partake in any of 
the Bleſſings that are in Chriſt, unleſs they are ap- 
plied by the ſupernatural Energy of the wo 
and if Men deride and deſpiſe his Work, 
they all meet ; Fith a fatal Dieren in the 


Ghoſt; 


End. 


—— 
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End. The Contempt that is caſt by many upon 
the Spirit of Chriſt. in his ſpecial and ſupernatural 
Operations, it is a plain Evidence of the Truth of 
his own Word, 1 Cor. ii. 14 The natural Man 
receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are Fnoliſhneſs uuto him, neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. | 
I ſhall conclude this Head with obſerving, that 
there is a beautiful and glorious Order in the Com- 
munication of divine Bleſſings : All the Bleflings de- 
ſigned in the Purpoſe of God for ſinful and miſerable 
Men are delivered into the Hands of the Son, they 
are treaſured up in him as the Head of the new Co- 
venant, they are purchaſed by his Blood, they are 
revealed and offered in the Word and Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, and eſfectually conveyed by the Holy 
Ghoſt unto all Chriſt's ſpiritual Seed. | 
Thirdly, Men ſhall be bleſſed in him, imports the 
Neceſſity of an Inbeing in Chriſt, in order to an 
actual Participation of the Bleſſings that are in him, 
We are every one by Nature in the firſt Aden; 
and as we are in him, we are under the Guilt and 
Power of Sin, and conſequently under the Curſe 
and Wrath of God : We muſt needs be cut off 
from that corrupt Root from whence we ſpring, and 
ingrafted in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, otherways we 
cannot partake of the Bleſſedneſs that is in him. A 
Branch has no Benefit from a Root, unleſs it is in- 
grafted in it. All Communion betwixt the Head 
and Members reſults from Union betwixt them. 
If we have not a vital Union with Chriſt the living 
Head, We can have no Communion with him in 
his Bleſſings ; if we are not in him, we have no In- 
tereſt in his juſtifying Righteouſneſs, nor in his 
ſanctifying Spirit; if we are not in him, we have 
not any Right or Title to Glory : Union. is the 
Foundation of Communion, and Communion re- 


+ \ 


_ 


ſults 


Heart is purified by Faith, Acts xv. 9. Allo we 
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fults from Union. The Union that we are ſpeak- 
ing of, is that which js ordinarily called the myſtical | 
Union; itis a moſt cloſe and real Union; it is re- 
ſembled to the Union that is betwixt a Foundatidh 
and a Building, and to the Union betwixt the 
Head and the Members, and to that which is be- 
twixt the Root and the Branches, yea, to that 
which is betwixt the Husband and the Wife : But 
all theſe Compariſons are only Shadows of that U- 
mon which is betwixt Chriſt and his People; for 
he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 
17. The two ſpecial Ligaments and Bonds of 
this Union are the Spirit and Faith: The holy 
Spirit ! is the primary and firſt Ligament of this U- 
nion; he deſcends from the living Head into the 
Heart of a Sinner, in his convincing, enlightning 
and quickning Virtue and Power ; and he lays un- 
to the dead Sinner, Live ; and that very Moment 
in which the Breath of ſpiritual Life is breath- 
ed into the Heart of a Sinner, Faith, the other. 
Ligament and Bond, ſprings up and takes hold on 
Chriſt. 

Havin boch on the former Head, at the Ne- 
ceſſity of « a ſupernatural Work of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, in order unto our partaking of the Bleſſed- 
neſs that is in him, Jet us take a View of Faith, 
the other Ligament of the myſtical Union. It is 
the appointed and the inſtituted Mean for uniting us 
to Chriſt, and intereſting us in his Salvation; it is 
the only uniting Grace, though, where it is, it is 
never alone, but has Repentance, Love and all the 
other Graces attending it: Hence Chrift is ſaid to 
dwell in our Hearts by Faith, Eph. iii. 17. On 
this Account our Juſtification is aſcribed to Faith, 
Rom. v. 1, Likeways our Sanctification, for the 


are 


( ) 
are faid to he /avedthroug} Faith Eph. 11. 8. through W mac 
Faith, as it is the Mean of God's Appointment tor Ml fica 
intereſting us in Chriſt himſelf, and in all his ſpiri. 
tua! Bleſſings. The Grace of Faith has a ſpecial T 
Aptuude and Fitneſs in it for this End, for it is a Ex] 
Felt- denying, a ſelt-emptying, and a ſelf. -abaſing o 
Grace: It renounceth all Confidence in the Flech, I Chr 
and leans unto the Lord Jelus Chriſt alone; it re- B/e/ 
nounceth Confidence in every 3: hing elſe beſide ¶ theſ 
Chriſt himſelf for Deliverance from Sin and Wrath, can 
for Acceptance in the Sight of God, and for a] fear. 
Right and Title unto eternal Lite. The: Language of tl 
of Faith is, In the Lord have 1 Righteouſne/s aud None 
Strength. Faith credits the Record of God in the celle 
Word, concerning his Son, as true; it approves}Ml 1/ 
of the whole Plan and Device of Salvation through ling 
Jeſus Chriſt, as ſaited unto the divine Perfections, / 
to the Caſe of periſhing and loſt Sinners, and to We 
the Perſons own Caſe in particular, and, upon the guilt 
Warrant of God's own Word, truſts unto, or reſtsDea 
upon Chriſt himſelf for the whole of his Salvation,M'0 p 
for Salvation from Sin as well as from Wrath, for] deſti 
Salvation from the Power as well as from the Huilt fore 
of Sin, for Sanctification as well as Ju! tification Mind * 
And this Faith is not of ourſelves, it is the Gift e ons 
God; it is a Bleſſing promiſed and given by the 2s 
Lord Jeſus, it is one of the Fruits of his Spirit; In Ju 
hence the Holy Ghoſt is called the Spirit of Faith, dinn 
2 Cor. iv. 13. By the Means of the Grace of Faith Wh 
the myſtical Union betwixt Chriſt and the Belicverſirom 
is completed; and from this Union reſults thatYrit 
actual Propriety and Intereſt which all that be- Ilim, 
lieve have in Chriſt himſelf,” and in all the Bleſſing clare 
that are purchaſed by his Death, and treaſured up judg 
in his Perſon. and revealed and offered in his Word:Þone 
Fer of him are 7s in Te Ja, who of God igeuſne 
a made 
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made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and Sancti- 
fication, and Redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. 


I proceed now to the third Thing propoſed for 
Explication of the Doctrine, which is, To ſpeak 
of thoſe Bleſſings wherewith Men are bleſſed in 
Chriſt. They are great and many, even ol/ ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in heavenly Places, Eph. i. 3. And what all 
theſe are, what Tongue can declare, or what Heart 
can conceive ? The Riches of Chriſt are truly un- 
ſearchable Riches. I can only give a few Inſtances 
of thoſe Bleſſings that are to be found in him; ever 
one of them have an unſpeakable -W orth and Ex- 
eellency in them. | | 

1ſt. Juſtification in the Sight of God is a Bleſ- 
ing wherewith Men are bleſſed in Chriſt ; In hint 
hall all the Seed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. 
We are every one concluded under Sin ; we are 
guilty before God, and under the Sentence of 
Death ; we have no Merit to purchaſe, no Moyen 
to procure Pardon and Remiſſion of Sin; we are 
deſtitute of a Righteouſneſs wherewith to appear be- 
lore a on and holy God; our beſt Duties, 
and what Men may reckon their moſt virtuous Ac- 
tions, when preſented before a holy God, they are 
all as an nnclean Thing, they are all but filthy Rags. 
In Juſtification Sin is pardoned. and the Perſon of the 
dinner is accepted as righteous in the Sight of God : 
When one is juſtified, he is acquitted arid abſolved 
from the Sentence of Condemnation ; the Hand- 
writing of the Curſe, that was ſtanding againſt 
him, is cancelled and blotted out, and he is de- 
clared righteous (fo to ſpeak) at the Bar : But the 
judgment of God is always according to Truth; 
none can be declared righteous without a Righte- 
ouſneſs ; But where is this Righteouſneſs to be 


E found? 
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found ? With us there is nothing but Guilt and 
Sin; we mult plead guilty at the Bar: The Righ 
teouſneſs, on the Account of which we muſt be 
juſtified, is only to be found in the Lord Jeſus; h 
has brought in a perfect and an everlaſting Righ 
teouſneſs, a Righteouſneſs that honours both Lay 
and Lawgiver. Every convinced and ſelf- condem 
ned Sinner, who ſtands trembling at the Bar, maj 
plead this Righteouſneſs for Juſtification ; and al 
who take Hold of it by Faith are juſtified in the 
Sight of God: Their Righteouſneſs is of me, ſaitl 
the Lord, Tia. liv. 17. This is the Name wherewith 
he is called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS: 
NESS, Jer, xxlii. 6. He bears this Name, that 
every juſtified and pardoned Sinner may remain an 
eternal Debtor to his free Love and rich Grace; 
therefore let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord. 
2dly. Peace and Reconciliation with God. Go: 
is im Chril reconciling the World unto himſelf, 2 Cor, 
v. 19. We loſt the Favour and Friendſhip of God 
in the firſt Adam. When Sin entred into the World, 
it ſet God and Man at Variance, it made a great 
Rupture, a wide Breach betwixt Heaven and Earth; 
the whole Creation could never have made up the 
Breach : But the eternal Son of God ſtooped to ſtand 
in the Gap, and to make up the wide Breach ; he a- 
lone was able for this Undertaking ; being both God 
and Man, he was a meet Mediator of Peace and Re- 
conciliation : He is the only Days-Man, who lays his 
Hand upon the offended and offending Parties; and 
he is the only properUmpir e of the Variance between 
Jehovah and us; He is our Peace, Eph. ii. 14. He 
hath made Peace through the Blood of his Croſs, Col. 
1. 20. 
Grace, and of Peace and Goodwill towards Men. 
34h. Sandification is only to be found in him, 
I Gr. i. 30. — of is made of "God to l. Sancliſica- 
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we have loſt the Image of 


i 0 
ten. In the firſt Adam 
God, our whole Nature is corrupted and depraved, 
our Works are abominable : Their is none that doth 


Good, uo not one, Where is the Image of God to 
he found? Or where is Holineſs to be had * On- 
ly in the ſecond Adam, the Lord Jeſus : As his 
Righteouſneſs is imputed to all that believe for 
[uſtification, ſo he is the Fountain-Head and Spring 
of Sanctification unto them; the Spirit of Holinels - 
deſcends from the holy Head unto all his Members, 
when they are united to him : In their Union with 
lim, a Principle of Purity and Holineſs is implant- 
ed in them; hence they are called his Workmanſhip, 
created in Chriſt Feſus unto good Works, Eph. it. 10. 
And this Principle of Purity and Holineſs infuſed 
in them, it is the Image of God reſtored unto 
them : It is called the Waſhing of Regeneration, and 
the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe the Spirit of 
the living and holy Head begins the Work of 
danctification, in Regeneration; and, as he begins 
it, ſo he carries it on by Ordinances and Provi- 
lences, by the Word and by the Rod, by every 
Mean of his own Inſtitution and Appointment, till 
It is complete in Glorification. To conclude this 
Head, unleſs Men are Partakers of the Spirit of 
Holineſs from the holy Head, there is no Holineſs 
in any of their Works, there is no Holineſs in their 
Duties, nor in any of their Actions. And do not 
deceive yourſelves, Without Holineſs no Man ſhall 
ſee God : If you are not holy, you cannot have 
Communion with him, neither in Grace here, nor 
in Glory hereafter. | | | | 
_ athly. The Adoption of Children is another Bleſ- 
ling wherewith Men are bleſſed in Chriſt. By our 
Apoſtaſy from God in the firſt Adam, we are caſt 
out of God's Family; we have loſt the Right of 
| | Sonihjp,, 
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Jonſhip, and all-the Privileges of the Sons of God; 
we are Strangers and Foreigners to the Family of 
God : And it is in the Lord Jeſus, the Head of 
the new Family, that the Right is recovered, and 
the Privileges of Sons reſtored; hence the Elect 
are ſaid to be predeſtinated unto the Adoption of Children 
by Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 5. that is, by him os the Head 
of the whole F amily of God; therefore, to as many as 
receive him, to them gives be Power to become the Sor 
of God, John i. 12. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
ſecond Adam, he is the firſt and great Heir of al 
Things, Heb. i. 2. The Right unto the whole of 
the forfeited Inheritance is in his Perſon, accord- 
ing to the Covenant-Tranſaction with him; and 
as many as receive him by Faith, are takcn in to 
the Family of God; he gives them Power to became 
the Sous of God, that is, he gives them the Right and 
Privilege of Sonſhip : For in him, who is the great 
Head of the Family, they are made Sons and Heirs, 
even Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt, Rom. 
viii. 17. In him they are Heirs unto all the good 
and great Things that are contained in the Pro- 
. mile. While you are in the firſt Adam, you arc 
Children of Wrath, you are Heirs unto the Curſe 
of the broken Law, and the Sin-revenging Wrath 
of God: It is in the Lord Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, 
that you mutt be the Heirs of Promiſe ; he has the 
Keys of the Horſe of David in his Hand, he «pens 
and none can ſhut, he ſbutteth and none can open: He 
admits into the Family, and keepeth out of the 
Family, according to his good Pleaſure, 
5thly. Acceſs to the Preſence of Gad is another 
Bleſſing wherewith Men.are bleſſed in Chriſt, Heb. 
X. 19. Having therefore, Brethren, Boldneſs to enter 
into the Holieſt by the Blood of Feſus, by a new and 
liping ay which he hath conſecrated for us through 
1 | tie 
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2d; Nhe Vail, that is to 8 ay, his Fleſh. When Sin en- 
of tred into the World, all friendly Intercourſe be- 
of wirkt God and Man was broke up. Sin ſhut us out 
ind from the Preſence of God; it ſtands as a great 
ect Mountain, and as a Partition- Wall betwixt God 
ren WM and us: But in Chriſt this Partition- Wall is bro- 
ead ken down, there is a Way prepared for us into 
y 05 the Holieſt of all, the Stumbling-Blocks are taken 
out of the Way, according to the Prophecy „ IIa. 
the vii. 14, 15. Caſt ye up, caſt ye up, prepare ye 
all MW the Mas, tale up the Siumbling- Block out of the 
: of Way of my People. For thus ſaith the high aud lofty 
ord- One that inhabiteth Eternity, whoje Name is Holy, I 
and WM dwell in the high and holy Place, with him aljo that 
to Wir of a conrrite ed bumble Spirit. God condeſcends 
eto come down and dwell with Men: Why"? the 
and Way is prepared, the Stumbling- Blocks are re- 
reat M moved, Juſtice is latisfied, the Faithfulneſs of God 
eirs, Ito the Threatning is glorified, his Law ig magnified 
om. Wand made honourable, Now God comes to us thro' 
004 Wihe Blood of his own Son, and we have Acceſs to 
ro- him that fame Way, even through the Vail of Chriſt's 
arc Hef; that is, through a cr acified and flain Chriſt, 
e Nove have Acceſs to God with Hope and Confidence 
of Acceptance in all Duties of Worthip ; through 
him we have Communion with God both in Grace 
and Glory: This is indeed a wonderful Way of 
Accels to God: May we not ſay of it, It zs the 
Doing af the Lord, and let it be wonderful in our Eyes? 

6thly. The Life of Glory hereafter is a Bleſſing 
wherewith Men are blefled in Chriſt. This Bleſ- 
her Wing was loſt by Sin, and it is only to be found in 
eb. Ithe Lord Jefus Chriſt. By the Liſe of Glory 1 
e, Nunderſtand all that Bleſſedneſs and Felicity that is 
and Nieſerved for the Heirs of Promiſe, even the Iuberi. 
10h Wance incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not away, 
reſerved 
1 


1 : 
12 


. 1 Pp T! 
reſerved in Heaven for them : This Glory, it is Glo- 


ry to be revealed ; it is vailed from us in our pre. the 
ſent State; for Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, we 
neither have entred into the Heart of Man, the Thing, in 
which God hath prepared for them that love him : It 7 
is expreſſed in Scripture by being ever with the Lord, 0 
1 Theſſ. iv. 17. By ſceing his Face in Righteouſneſs, . 


and being ſatisfied with his Likeneſs, Pſalm xvi. 15, 
Seeing him as he is. 1 John iii. 2. Seeing Face 16 G 
Face, 1 Cor. Kili. 12. | 0 


71. To ſhut up this Head, God gives hin/elf * 
in Chriſt unto Men. This is indeed a comprehen- 3 


five Bleſling, it is the Sum and Subſtance of all } 
other Bleſſings. When Man fell, he loſt Bleſſed. N 
neſs, that 1s, he loſt God himſelf; in Chriſt God 
himſelf is to be found as our chief Joy, as our eter- q 
nal Bleſſedneſs and Reward : This is the great Fi 
new Covenant Gift and Grant unto us, I will be 
your God, and ye ſhall be my People, Jer. xxxi. 33. 
Behold, then, the T abernacle of God is with Men, and he Faſt 
will dwell with them; and they ſhall be his People, and God 
himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their God, Rev. xxl. 3. 
Jehovab, Father, Son and Spirit, gives himſelf unto Biel 
Men in the Perſon of our great Immanuel, and, a1 
through his Death and Mediation, to be their Por— « 
tion and Inheritance, their Husband and Father, ry 
their Bleſſedneſs and Glory. O what amazing and wal 


condeſcending Grace and Love is here! Well 2 
may it be ſaid, Men {hall be Bleſſed in Chriſt. guilt 
1 55 | have 


I proceed to the fourth general Head, and that 
is, To enquire how it comes to be ſo, or why it is 
that Men are bleſſed in Chriſt. 

I anſwer, 1/7. This is. intirely owing to the 

Goodwill and Pleaſure of God; this is the origi- 

nal Spring and Source of the whole of our Salvation: Nh, 
| | There 
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There was no Cauſe, no Motive without himſelf, 


that moved him to be a God of Bleflings to Men; 
we are bleſſed in Chriſt, becauſe ſo it ſeemed good 
in his Sight. The whole Work of our Redemp- 
tion and Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt . aſcribed to 
the good Pleaſure of his Will, Eph. i. 5. It is ac- 
cording to his good Eaſe, which he hath purpoſed 
in himſelf, Verſe 9. 

2dly. It is for the Manifeſtation of the Glory of 
God. This is the great End of all the Works of 
God; for the Lord hath made all Things for himſelf} 
that is, for his own Glory, Prov. xvi. 4. For of 
him, and through him, and to him are all Things, to 
whom be Glory for ever and ever, Rom. xi. 36. The 
Work of our Redemption and Salvation, by Chriſt 
Jeſus, is the chief of the Works and Ways of God, 
and the Manifeſtation of his Glory is the Deſign of 
this great Work of God; and the divine Glory ſhines 
forth more brightly here than in all the other Works 
of God. The adorable Sovereignty of God is mani-- 
ſeſted in bleſſing fallen Men, and in ſhutting up the 
Angels who finned under Chains of Darkneſs : Yea, 
glorious Sovereignty ſhines forth in beſtowing the 
Bleſſing upon fome of Mankind, while others are 
paſſed by. Here there is an unſcarchable Depth; 
How unſearchable are his Fudgments, and his Ways 
paſt finding out? Who may ſay unto him, What doft 
thou 7 Tf any will contend with their Maker, how - 
vill they manage the Plea againſt him? For all are 
guilty, all are ſinful before him; and he might 
have juſtly dealt with the whole Race of Mankind, 
as he has done with the fallen Angels. Here the 
ful Juſtice of God, the ſpotleſs Purity and Ho- 
neſs of his Nature, and his untainted Veracity and 
Truth to the penal Sanction of his righteous Law, 
do all ſhine forth; for God ſpared not his cu. Son. 
What greater Evidence can there be of the Evil of 


Sin, 


/ 


hay - 

* 
. va 
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Sin, of God's infinite Hatred and Deteſtation at it, 
and of the Excellency and Importance of his Law, 
than his giving his own Son to be the Propitiation 
for Sin? As nothing leſs could vindicate the Ho- 
nour and Authority of his Law than this amazin 

Inſtance of Love, ſo it was a publick Declaration 
to the whole World, unto Angels and Men, of the 
Holineſs and Purity of his Nature, and of his in- 
exorable Juſtice and Equity, as the ſupreme Rector 
and Governor of the World. It is one of the Let- 
ters of his great and glorious Name, that he w1// by 
no Means clear the Guilty: His Juſtice and Holineſs 
cannot admit of Forgiveneſs without a Satisfacti— 

on. Again, the Glory of Grace and Mercy 1 is WOn- 
derſully diſplayed here: An Atonement is made for 
Sin, and a Satisfaction is given unto the Juſtice of 
God, that Mercy and Grace may have an Egrels 
upon Men, to the Honour of the Holineſs and 
Faithfulneſs of God. Juſtice and Judgment are 
the Habitation of his Throne, and Mercy and Truth 
go before his Face; therefore we are bleſſed with 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, % the Praiſe of the 


Glory of his Grace, Eph. 1. 6. and that in the Ages 


to come he may ſhew the exceeding Riches of his Grace 
in his Kindneſs toward us through Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. 
ii. 7. Alſo, what a glorious Diſcovery i is there of 
the manifold Wiſdom of God, in finding out ſuch 

a proper Mean for our Recovery from Sin and Mi— 
ſery, whereby the Honour of God, his Law and 
Government are ſecured, and the higheſt Glory is 
brought unto him out of the greateſt Evil, even 
the Sin and Fall of Man, and whereby Man 13 
raiſed to a State far more glorious and excellent 
than that in which he was placed at his firſt Crea- 
tion? Likeways the perſonal Glory of God is ma- 

niteſted here ; the USfing Love of the Father, the 
redeeming 
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redeeming Love of the Son, and the applying 
Love of the Spirit, ſhine forth in the Contrivance, 
Purchaſe, and Accompliſhment of our Salvation : 
Theſe glorious Diſcoveries, both of the perſonal 
Glory of God, and of the adorable Perfections 
and Excellencies of his Nature, in the Buſineſs of. 
our Redemption and Salvation, will be the ſubject 
Matter of the Contemplation, Admiration, and Praiſe 
of Angels and Men through Eternity. 


proceed now to make ſome practical Improve- 
ment of this Subject. And the firit Uſe may be by 
Way of Information and Inſtru tion. 

i/?. If it is ſo, that ſinful and miſerable Men 
may find Bleſſedneſs in the Lord Jeſus, and only 
in him; hence we may ſee the miſerable'Eſtate and 
Condition of thoſe who are without Goſpel-Reve- 
lation; they know not, neither can they know 
where Bleſſedneſs is to be found; they are in Dark- 
neſs, in the Regions of the Shadow of Death, without 
God, and without Hape in the World. The Apoſtle 
teſtifies, that the inviſible Things of God from the 
Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being under- 
ſlod by the Things that are made, even his eternal 
Power and Godhead ; fo that they are without Excuſe, 
Rom. 1. 20. Yet the wileſt and moſt learned a- 
mong the Heathen never made that Improvement 
they might have done of thoſe Diſcoveries which 
the Light of Nature gave them of the Being of 
God, and of ſome of his glorious Excellencies and 
PerfeQions ; they never walked up to that ſmall 
Light they had: And, in all their pretended Sear- 
ches aſter Wiſdom, any Knowledge that they had 
of the ſupreme Being diſcovered their groſs Igno- 
rance about him; for the World by Wiſdom knew not 
Cod. How inconſiſtently with themſelves, and with 

„ F what 


koned indifferent among them, that did not breal 


God, never entred into their Thoughts : In al 


changing the Glory of the incorruptible God into a 


' 
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what Uncertainty, do they ſpeak about the chie 


Good ? They knew not what it was, and generallM. WI 
they placed it in indulging themſel ves in their car Heathe 
nal and ſinful Pleaſures. Every one of them wer bſoph 
in the utmoſt Darkneſs about the Way of ReconiiſſG a ſtr 
ciliation to God, and of acceptable Worſhip, Ser pon. 
vice and Obedience unto him: Such of them ac Go 


have commended Virtue, have lived in the groffeWnto u 
Wickedneſs themſelves : Every Thing was reg ound- 
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Society, or diſturb the publick Tranquillity : An 
none of them knew any higher Origin, from which 
virtuous Actions ſpring, than Seli-Intereſt, Self-Ap 
plauſe, or one's own Honour and Eſteem : A Re 
gard unto the Authority, the Honour and Glory o 


their virtuous Actions, they ſacrificed unto their cu 
Net, and burnt incenſe unto their own corrupt Drag 
Therefore, however uſeful ſome of their Rules the) 
laid down concerning Morality might be for hu 
man Society, yet all their virtuous Actions wer 
nothing but Jplendid Sins in the Sight of God, a 
an eminent Light in the primitive Church did ex 
preſs himſelf. This was the miſerable State and 
Condition in which the Goſpel did find the Gentil 
World, when it was firſt publiſhed among them 
under groſs Darkneſs and Ignorance of God, vat 
in their Imaginations, having their fooliſh Heart 
darkned : Profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they became Fools 


Image mate like to corruptible Man, and to Birds 
four-footed Beaſts, and cr eeping Things; and giving i 
themſelves to all Manner of Uncleanneſs, and to vile 
AﬀeTtions. In a Word, the Goſpel found the 


Altogether under the Power of Satan, the C 178 
| this 
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this World, the Spirit that worketh in the Children of 
WD:/obedience, Rom. i. 21, 22, 23, Gc. Eph. ii. 2. 
When I have mentioned the Morality of the 
WfHcathens, and the Grounds upon which their Phi- 
oſophers pled for it, I muſt here obſerve, that it 
nl; a ſtrong Evidence of the natural Darknels that is 
won the Minds of Men, that under the Light of 
the Goſpel, when God ſpeaks plainly and clearly 
mto us, Morality ſhould be taught upon no better 
Foundations and Principles than thoſe upon which 
he Heathen Philoſophers built their Schemes. A 
Scheme of Morality, which has Seli-Intereſt for its 
clrincipal and leading Motive, that has no Reſpect to 
PMChriſt as its Author and Ground of Acceptance, or 
o the Glory of God as its End, is plain Heatheni/m. 
It is too open and evident, that there is a deep Plot 
of Hell, in the Age wherein we live, to pluck up 
by the Roots the true Origin, Spring and Ground 
ot all acceptable Obedience unto God, and to bring 
e len back to Paganiſm : Hence it is that the Re- 
Wiovation of our Natures by ſupernatural Grace, a 
ergita! Union with the Lord Jeſus in order to the 
bringing forth the Fruits of Holineſs in Heart, Life 
ind Converſation, Faith in him for the Acceptance 
our Perſons and all Duties of Obedience, are 
Doftrines that are nauſeous to the Men of this 
Age, that pretend to be of a more refined Taſte ; 
nd hereby they diſcover that their Underſtandings 
re darkned, that they are alienated from the Life of 
od through the Ignorance that is in them, and that 
hey have no Taſte, no Diſcerning of the Things 
God : Whatever their Pretences to Morality 
Ir Wiſdom are, yet their Principles have a native 
endency to baniſh Holineſs out of the World, 
nd to introduce Profanity and Looſeneſs in Prac- 
ce : The Run of Profanity and Laſciviouſneſs 

3 . through 
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Awovgh the Land, is one of the Fruits of the looſe 
and corrupt Principles that are vented in the Ape. 
The Men of the Principles that I have namcd, 
whatever their Opinion of themſelves may be, are 
no better than their Heathen Predeceſſors, withut 
Chriſt, Str angers to the Covenant of Promiſe, an: 
©0ithoaut God in, the World, Eph. ii. 12. Yea, their 
Sin is more highly aggravated, in regard they have 
the Light the Heathen World had not; and thei 


Judgment and Condemnation will bear a Proporti- 


on to their aggravated Guilt and Sin, 
2dly, If it is fo, that Bleſſedneſs is only to be 
found in Chrift ; hence fee the Inſul ſiciency of na 
rural Religion to lead Men to Happineſs and Bleſ. 
ſedneſs. A Set of Men in the preſent Ape, wht 
who have rejected the Bible, or that Revelatior 
that God makes of himſelf in his Word, and t. 
whom the Doctrine of Chriſt, and every Thins. tha 
concerns his Perſon and Mediation, is Fooliſh nels 
atirm, That there is a Sufficiency in what they ca! 
natural Religion, for obtaining eternal Felicity ar 
Bleſſedneſs; or, «That the Laws of Nature do | 
© obvious to the Obſervation of every Man tha 
« inquires with Attention into the Nature © 
„ Things, and in themſelves are a certain an 
« {ufficient Rule to direct rational Minds to Raj 
6 pineſs; and our obſerving of theſe Laws is th 
Mean or Inſtrument of our real and laſting Fel 
city.“ From theſe and the like Principles, tha 
are vented in the preſent Age, it follows, that thel 
is no Neceſſity of divine Revelation; if we 0! 
ſerve the Laws of Nature, which ly obvious to e 
very Man, we may be bleſſed and happy with 
it: And conſequently there is no Need of Chr 
his Death and Mediation, his Spirit and Grace: 
we obſerve the Laws of Nature, we may be bleſte 
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I | 400 bappy without him. Yea, many in this degenera- - 
MW ted Age are not aſhamed openly to own, that the 

MW whole of divine Revelation is an [mpoſture ; that the 
MW Goſpel is a cunningh deviſed Fable; and that the com- 
mon Notices that we have from the Light of Nature, 
of the divine Being and Goodneſs, are ſufficient to, 
conduct Men to Bleſſedneſs. Theſe and the like are 
OM the Principles upon which the ancient Heathen Phi- 
WM loſophers rejected rhe Goſpel of Chriſt, and, being 
WM vainly 5 up with an Opinion of their own 

GS Wiſdom, looked down upon this bleſſed Device 
ol of Salvation through Chriſt as Fooli/hne/s, 
Beſide what was obſerved on the former 1 
Al concerning the Ignorance and Darkneſs that 
100 vailed in the World before Goſpel-Light did chine 
ol amongſt the Nations, is it not plain that all Man- 
d kind are Sinners before God? The Heathens them- 
ſelves have acknowledged it, the Deſpiſers of re- 
e vealed Religion cannot refuſe it: Is not Sin a Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law of God? Is it not Rebellion a- 
gainſt his ſovereign 3 ? Is it not contrary 
dc his Purity and Holineſs? If it is acknowledged 
aß that there is any ſuch Thing as Sin in the World, 
all this muſt be acknowledged likeways. Again, it 

Sin is an inſolent Affront offered to the Majeſty of. 

God, if there is an irreconcilable Contrariety in it 
th to his holy Nature, the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Ho- 
"cl lineſs of God make a penal Sanction to his Law ne- 
ceilary, and his Faithfulneſs pleads for the Execu- 
tion of the threatned Puniſhment : Hence it is an 
important and weighty Queſtion, Wherewtith ſhall a 
guilty Sinner came before the Lord, or bow himſelf be- 
fore the moſl high God 2 Or, How thall a guilty Sin- 
ner ſtand before him? The Juſtice, Faithfulneſs, 
and Holineſs of God demand that the penal Sanc- 
tion of the Law ſhall be executed, the Honour of 


the - / 
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can give Relief to the Conſcience perplexed and 
diſtreſſed under a Senſe of Guilt ?* What can be a 
ſufficient Flea for the Sinner againſt the Juſtice and 
Faithfulneſs of God? Can the Religion of Nature 
looſe the Difficulty ? Can the Laws of Nature in- 
form us of any proper Mean whereby Sin may be 
pardoned, and at the ſame Time the Diſhonour done 


to the great God re paited, his Faithfulneſs main- 


tained, and the Honour and Authority of his Law 
vindicated? Nay, if the Conſcience is awakned, 
the Terror and Dread of the righteous and holy 
Law of God immediately ſtrikes the Sinner; the 
Religion of Nature cannot tell him where his Re- 
lief is to be found, it cannot direct him to any pro- 
per and ſuitable Mean of Relief : In the preſent 
Cale, the Sinner, if he could, he would, with Adam, 


flee from the Preſence of God, and hide himſelf 


from his Juſtice ; but there is no Poſſibility of his 
covering himſelf from the Eye of God, or of ſhel- 
tering himſelf from the Stroke of his Hand: There— 
fore the laſt Shiſt and Reſort of the miſerable and 
ſelf-deceiving Deiſt, for quieting his guilty Conſci- 


ence, is his Notion of the general Goodneſs of 


God. God, ſays he, is infinitely good, and therefore, 
if we repent of our Sins, that is, if we are ſorry 
for them, and return to our Duty, he will ſurely 


pardon and forgive. Not to inſiſt upon the Con- 


trariety that is in Man's corrupted and depraved 
Nature unto that Sorrow tor Sin, and that Return 
to Duty, that is pretended, and conſequently the 
Impoſhbility thereof, which may be obſerved after- 
wards, the Queſtion at preſent is about a ſuitable 
Reparatlon of the Diſhonour done to God, and what 


is a ſufficient and ſure Foundation for Peace unto 


a Conſcience awakned under a Senſe of Sin. Is 
| | 7 not 


the Law and Lawgiver muſt be maintained : What 


/ 
/ 


: C39 +) 

not God infinitely juſt, as well as infinitely good ? 
Does not his Juſtice and Holinefs require that the 
Honour and Authority of his Government ſhould 
be maintained, and that the Sanction of the Law 
ſhould be executed ? What Security has the miſe- 
rable Deiſt for it, that has alledged that Repentance 
can be acceped for the Ends and Purpoſes named ? 
Who told him this? I he ſays, It is evident from 
the Goodneis of God; it is as evident that the Ju- 
ſtice of God pleads. Gor the Puniſhment. Is he a 
Debtor for the Egreſs of his Goodneſs unto any of 
his Creatures, far leſs for his pardoning Grace and 
Mercy to ſinful Creatures? It would not he rec- 
koned a ſufficient Security for any Government a- 
mong Men, it Rebels and Criminals in every Caſe 
ſhould have a Title roPardon upon their Repentance; 
ſuch a Principle as this would unhinge Government, 
and open a Door for the greateſt Diſorders amongſt 
Men ; the Authority of human Laws could not at 
this Rate be maintained. Can Men think that their 
Repentance is a ſufficient Atonement for their hei- 
nous Rebellion againſt the Sovereign of Heaven and 
Earth, or that it is ſufficient to maintain the Honour 
of his Government, and Authority of his Laws? 

If Men own their Dependence upon God, and 
his Authority over them, muſt they not likeways 
own that perfect Obedience without Sin is due un- 
to the great Creator! And is it not as true that 
none can anſwer this Debt and Obligation that they 
are under? Therefore, how can we expect to be ac- 
cepted in that Sorrow for Sin, or in that Return to 
Dury, which is alledged ? Can a Repentance which 
anſwers not the Demand of the Law. and our O- 
bligarion t 2 Duty, be accepted for itſelf ? And, if 
it cannot be ac cepted for itſelf, can it make an A- 
tonement for any other Tranſgreſſions? To con- 


clude 


\ ( 40 ) | 
clude this Head, When that Revelation of the on- 
ly Mean and Way to obtain Bleſſedneſs in and by 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which God gives us in his 
.own Word, is rejected. what Security can miſe- 
rable Men have for obtaining Peace and Reconcili- 
ation with God? Or what can they pretend unto 
as a ſufficient Bottom and Foundation for Peace, 
Quiet. and Reſt to their own Conſciences under a 
Senſe of Sin? Vet vain Man, like the wild Aſs's 
Colt, will run himſelf into. the greateſt Labyrinths 
and Difficulties, rather than ſubmit his carnal Rea- 
fon and Wiſdom, which is but Blindnets and Folly, 
to that Revelation which God makes of himſelf in 
his Word. The Root of all the Oppoſition that is 
made both now and formerly to the Word of God, 
the Perſon of Chriſt, and the Way of Salvation 
through him, 1s that natural Enmity that is in the 
Hearts of Men againſt God. The carnal Mind is 
Enmity againſt God ; for it is not ſubjeſt unto the Law 
of God, neither indeed can be, Rom vill. 7. 

2dly. If it is ſo, that Bleſſedneſs is to be found 


in Chriſt, hence ſee the Exccllency and Glory of 


divine Revelation Life and Immortality are brought 
unto Light by the Word of God : The Word in- 
forms us where Bleſſedneſs is to be found, Men fhat 
be bleſſed in him. The whole Subject of divine Re- 
velation is great, excellent, and glorious; it is ſuch 
as becomes its Author; it proclaims and declares to 
Men that God bimſelf is its Author, if they will 
not wilfully ſhut their own Eyes againſt the glorious 
Light that breaks forth from the Word. The great 
Deſign of divine Revelation is to inform us how Sin 
entred into the World, of the exceeding Evil that 
is in it, and the Ruin and Miſery it brings upon Man- 
kind; and alſo to declare unto us a Way of Recon- 


ciliation unto God, and of Redemption and Delive- 
| rance 
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rance from Sin, and all the diſmal Fruits and Ef. 
fefts of it, to the Honour and Glory of all the di- 
vine Excellencies and Perfections. The Origin 
of Evil was a Myſtery to the Heathen Philoſophers 


of old: They had ſome Conviction that Mankind 


was corrupted and depraved, their own Conſciences 


told them ſo much, their daily Experience bore 


Witneſs unto it, the Miſeries and Calamities where- 


with they ſaw Mankind affe cted were fo many E- 


vidences of it: But how Sin cntred into the World, 
they knew not. Both in this, and in every Thin 


that concerns Deliverance from it, they groped for 


the Wall like the Blind, they groped as if they had no 
Eyes, they ſtumbled in their Noon-Day as in the Night, 
they were in deſolate Places as dead Men. But the 


Word of divine Revelation plainly declares unto 


us how Sin entred into the World, what Way the 
whole Race of Mankind are corrupted and de- 
praved, together with all the diſmal Effects of our 
Apoſtaſy from God : Allo the Word reveals unto 
us a Way to Bleſſedneſs, wherein God is glorified, 
wherein all his glorious Excellencies are eminently 
diſplayed, a Way that honours both Law and Law- 

iwer, alſo a Way that is ſure and ſafe for us. The 
ſorkeited and loſt Bleſſedneſs is brought back unto 
us by the eternal Son of God, who aſſumed our 
Nature in a perſonal Union with his divine, and in 
that Nature which he aſſumed gave himſelf an Of- 


tering and Sacrifice for Sin; and in offering up him- 


ſelf a Sacrifice, he gave Glory to the Juſtice, Holi- 
neſs, and Faithfulneſs of God : Yea, the Glory and 
Honour that is given by the Redeemer to the Law of 
God, to his rectoral Juſtice and Equity, to his Ho- 
linefs and F aithfulneſs, is not only equal unto, but 
greater by far than the Diſhonour that is done him 
by Adam's An from 12 , and Rebellion pink 

im. 
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him. If it is conſidered who he is that gave him 
ſelf a Sacrifice; he is a divine Perſon, one who 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with God : The 
infinite Dignity and Excellency of his Perſon gave 
infinite Worth and Value to his Satisfaction, where- 
by it bore a juſt Proportion to that infinite Evil 
and Deſert that is in Sin, and was a full Reparati- 
on of the Diſhonour done to God, his Law, Au— 
thority, and Government,. by the Entrance of Sin 
into the World. Here then we may ſec the Ho- 
lineſs, Juſtice, and Faithfulneſs of God ſhining 
forth in their meridian Luſtre and Glory, when 
God ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all. Juſtice and Fudgment are the Habitat:on 
of his Throne, Mercy and Truth go before his Face. 
Judgraent is executed upon Sin in the Perſon of the 
great Surety, who was ſubſtitute in the Room o 
Sinners; Juſtice is ſatisfied, and the Law is mag- 
nified by him: Hence Mercy vents itſelf through 
this coſtly Chanel, the precious Blood of the Son 
of God. 5 
As the Way of Peace and Reconciliation to 
God, through the Death of his eternal Son, brings 
the higheſt Glory to God; ſo it lays a ſolid Foun- 
dation for true Peace, Quiet, and Reſt to the Con- 
ſcience of the convinced Sinner: Therefore it b 
a Way not only honourable for God, but ſafe fo 
us. Here the Sinner, convinced of Guilt and Sin 
may ſee that the God whom he has offended, whole 
Law he has broken, may, notwithſtanding of his 
{potleſs Purity, his deep Hatred of Sin, his incx- 
__ orable Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, and his untainted 
Faithfulneſs pledged in the Threatning of the Law, 
n.t only pardon and forgive Sin without Preju 
dice to his Juſtice and other Attributes, but alſo that 
he is juſt even in juſtifying them that believe, Rom. 
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iii. 26. Here a Sinner may ſee a beautiful Recon- 


ciliation of ſeemingly inconſiſtent Attributes; Mer- 
cy and Truth are met together : All this gives Ground 
for a Song, even for an eternal new Song, P/alm 
xcviii. 1. O /ing unto the Lord a new Song: ; for he hath 
done marnellous Things. The Lord hath made known his 
Salvation, his Righteouſ els bath he openly frewed in the 


Sight of the Heathen, that is, in the Sight of the Na- 


tions, yea, in the 81 ght of the whole rational World; 
the Death of the Son of God being a publick Evi 
dence of his Juſtice, Holineſs and Faithfulneſs be- 
fore the whole World, to the Admiration of An- 
gels, and to the Confuſion and Terror of Devils, that, 
through this glorious Chanel of the Death of Chriſt, 
the Love, Mercy, and Grace of God might flow 
down upon Men for their eternal Salvarion: 

Upon this Foundation and Bottom, the Atone- 
ment made for Sin in the Death of the Son of God, 
whereby the higheit Glory 1s given unto God, Peace 
is proclai: med on E arth, and Cootwill-tewirde Men 3 ; 
Chriſt is preached in his Perſon and Offiees as the 
Salvation of God to the Ends of the Earth, as the 
Foundation and Ground of our Acceſs to God, and 


Acceptance in his Sight, as the great Ordinance of | 


God for Righteouſneſs unto our Juſtification, and 
as the Fountain-Head and Spring of all Sanctifica- 
tion. In the Golpel we are told, that Peace with 
God, the Pardon of Sin, the Adoption of Children, 
Conformity to the Image of God, Grace here, and 


Glory hereaſter, are all to be found in the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. If it is inquired how we may be in- 


tereſted in the Bleſſedneſs that is in Chriſt, the 


Goſpel informs us, that it is through Faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, John ili. 36. He that beltevety on 
the Son of God hath everlaſting Life ; and he that 
believeth not the Son, Ten not ſee Life, but the IWrath 
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Every Unbeliever is under 
the Curſe ; and all that believe, and only they, are 
intereſted in Chriſt, and in all that Bleſſedneſs that 
is in him ; for he that believeth hath everlaſting Life, 
Hence all that believe are not only juſtified, but 


ſanctified alſo ; the Image of God loſt in the firſt 
Adam is reſtored unto them ; a Principle of Purity 


and Holineſs is implanted wichin them, which in- 


clines to purſue after Conformity to the whole com- 
manding Will of God: They, and they only, re- 
turn to their Allegiance and Duty to God, for the 

ſee the exceeding Evil that is in Sin, and the Con- 
trariety that is in it unto the Authority and Holm 
nels of God, not only in the Glaſs of the rigbte- 
ous and holy Law of God, but allo in the Suffer- 
ings and Death of the Son of God. A Sight of 


Sin in his Death makes them lothe and abhor it, 


Tables of the Law: 


and ſorrow and mourn for it as the greateſt Evil; 


they ſorrow and mourn for Sin with a fatisfying 


Reſt on the Atonement that is made by Chriſt, and 
they turn from it as the worſt of Evils; they be- 
come zealous of good Works ; and they evidence 
the Sincerity, Reality, and Truth of their Faith; 
in Duties of Obedience both to the firſt and ſecond 
To this they are daily influ- 

enced, from the Authority, Love, Grace and Kind- 

nels of God in Chriſt, and that they may glorify 
him ! in their Bodies and Spirits which are his. If 
it 1s ſaid, great is the Corruption and Depravation 
of our Nature, and that there is not only an Ina- 


bility to believe, but a natural Enmity in us againſt 
the Way of Salvation through Chriſt; then that 
Faith whereby we are united to Chriſt, together 
with the Renovation of our Natures, and the SanQi- 
bh fication of our Perſons, are all of them promiſed 


Bleſlings : Hence the Promiſe is, Thy People ſhall 
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be willing in the Day of thy Power, Pſalm ex. 3. 


The holy Spirit is promiſed as Floods on the dry 
Ground ; and then one ſhatl jay, I am the Lord's, 
Iſa. xliv. 3, 4,5. The new Heart and the new Spi- 
rit are promiſed, with all ſanctifying Grace, Ezek. 


XXXV1. 25,26, 27- And, in the laſt Place, the great- 


eſt Security is given to all that believe, for the full 
Enjoyment of all the Bleſſedneſs that is promiſed. 
Though they are in the Midſt of Snares, Dangers 
and Temprations, they ſhall not, nay, they cannot 
loſe their Bleſſedneſs; they cannot fall totally nor 
finally away; they have his Word for it, that they 
thall be kept by the Power of God through Faith unto 
Salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5. Yea, they have his Oath 
likeways, IWherein God, willing to ſhew more abundant- 
ly unto the Fleirs of Promiſe the Immutability of his 
Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath, That by two immu- 
table Things, in which it was impoſſible for God te lie, 


they might have flrong Conſolation, who have fled for 


Refuge to lay Hold on the Hope ſet before them, Heb. 
vi. 17,18. This great Security is given them, not 
to encourage or indulge them in Sloth, but to quic- 
ken and incite them to the Uſe of all appointed 
Means, to animate them under Difficulties, to for- 
tify them againſt Temptations, to embolden them 
againſt all the Oppoſition they may meet with from 


Satan or his Inſtruments in the Way of their Du- 


ty, and to give them the ſatisfying Hope of a Glo- 
ry to be revealed hereafter ; as alſo to let them ſee 
that their Standing for Bleſſedneſs is upon a more 
excellent and better Foundation and Bottom than 
Adam's was when in a State of Innocence, even 


upon the Bottom of the unchangeable Love of God, 
the everlaſting Covenant of Grace, and the daily 


Mediation of the Lord Jeſus. But, not to inſiſt on 
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tze Way of Salvation and Bleſſedneſs through 
Chriſt proclaims, that it is a Device that honours 
God, and that it is ſafe and ſuitable for us. If 
Men in their Oppoſition to it ſhould ſearch into 
the Bottom of Hell for Weapons to fight aga inſt 
it, no Weapon that is formed againſt it hal! pro- 
ſper : All the Schemes that are ſet up in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Goſpel bear a Stamp and Impreſs of 
the Father of Lies upon them ; they are inconſiſtent 
with themſelves, and they fly in the Face of all the 
moral Perfections and Excellencies of God, and 
can never aftord Quiet or Reſt to an awakened Con- 
ſcience. I conclude this Head with obſerving, that, 
though Men ſhould deſpiſe his Perion, his Word 
and his Grace, yet the Deſigns of iafinite Wil- 
dom and Love, in the Incarnation, Obedience and 
Death of the Son of God, ſhall not, yea, they 
cannot be diſappointed : The utmoſt Efforts of the 
Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt the Rock of 
Iſrael; and therefore, though we ſhould preach 
Chriſt crucified a Stumbling- Bloch to ſome, and Fooliſb- 
neſs to others, yet unto all that believe he is, and he 
will be the Wi/dom and Power of God. 
athly. If it is ſo, that Blefledneſs is only to be 
found in Chriſt ; hence ſee, that all that are with- 
out a ſaving Intereſt in Chriſt are under the Curſe. 
It is in him that Men have Redemption from the 
Curſe, in him they are juſtified, ſanctified and eter- 
_ nally ſaved; if you are out of Chriſt, you are un- 
der the Curſe of the broken Law, you are un- 
der the Wrath of God, God is angry with you e- 
very Day, ye are curſed in your common Bleſ- 
ſings, Deut. xxviii. 16. Curſed ſhalt thou be in the 
City, curſed ſhalt than be in the Field, curſed ſhall be 
thy Basket and thy Store ; curſed ſhalt thou be when 
thou goeſt out, and curſed ſhalt thou be when thou 
19 , L r, 
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eomeſt in. The Plowing of the Wicked is Sin; all 


that are out of Chriſt, their beſt Works are ab6- 
minable in the Sight of God, though they may in 


ſome Caſes be profitable to themſelves, and very 


uſeful to others. 

Hence, 5thly. See the Excellency of Chriſt. 
Men ſhall be bleſſed in him, all Bleſſèdneſs is to be 
found in him: He is Immanuel, God with us, fairer 
than the Sons of Men ; all Grace is poured into his 
Lips, God hath bleſſed him for ever, that Men may be 
bleſſed in him. Behold him in the glorious Fulneſs 
of his Perſon! All the rich Treaſures of Grace and 
Glory are in him, he is full of Grace and Truth, the 
glorious Conduit of all ſpiritual Bleſſings to Men. 
Who can declare what is in his Perſon? What 
Tongue can tell, what Heart can conceive the un- 
ſearchable Riches that are in him? All the Glory 
of God is in the Perſon of Chriſt, and all the Glo- 
ry of Heaven is in him: He is the Bleſſedneſs and 
Glory of the Church triumphant, and the Confi- 
dence and Joy of the Church militant; he is the 


Object of the Wonder, Admiration and Praiſe of 


the Redeemed from amongſt Men, and of all the 
holy Angels through Eternity. Behold him in the 
Fulneſs of Merit that is in his Death! An offended 


God is atoned, awful Juſtice is ſatisfied ; in his 


Death he trode upon Sin and Satan, he tri: nmphed 
over Principalities and Powers, he deſiroyed him that 
had the Power of Death, that is the Devil ; he brings 
back the Bleſſing unto us, by bruiſing the Head of 


the Serpent, and ſpoiling, the mighty Powers of 


Darkneſs, and none but he was Match for them. 
Is he not then matchleſs and incomparable? May 
We hot ſay of him, There is none like unto the God 
of Jeſurun, who rideth upon the Heaven in thy Help, 
and in his Excellency on the Sky ? The eternal God is 


I < 2 be hath 2 out the Enemy from before thee, 


Deut. 


Deut. xxiii. 26, 27. 


for every one of you. 
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To conclude this Head, you 
may obſerve that Chriſt has all ſpititual Bleſſings 
Iſaac had but one ſpiritual 
Bleſſing to give, but Chriſt has all ſpiritual Blef- 
ſings to give: //aac's Bleſſing was confined to Ja- 
cob, he could not beſtow the ver 
on E/au ; but Chriſt beſtows all ſpiritual Bleſſings 
upon every one that comes unto him, and there is 
Keoom in him for you all, he will not puit any away 
that come unto him. 
S 6thly. If it is ſo, that Men are bleſſed in Chriſt, 
hence ſee that all that believe have nothing in 
themſelves wherein to glory: Let him that glorieth, 
glory in the Lord. According to the Tenor of the 
_ firſt Covenant, Man was to work for Life, to do 
for Life, his own Obedience gave him a Right and 
Title to eternal Life; but Matters are now other- 
ways ſtated in the new Covenanty all ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings whatſoever are the free Gift of God through 
Chriſt : That Righteouſneſs, whereby we are ju- 
tified, is the free Gift of God through Chriſt; 
Faith and Repentance unto Life, the end 
of our Natures, the Adoption of Children, and 
Perſeverance unto the End, are all the free Gift 
of God through Chriſt. In a Word, eternal Life 
is the free Giſt of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Where is Boaſting then? It is excluded, there 
is no Room for it in the new Covenant: Why, in 
ourſelves we are Enemies and Rebels, but in Chriſt 
Peace and Reconciliation is given: In ourſelve: 
- we are guilty, under the Curſe and Wrath of God, 
| bur i in him we have Redemption through his Blood, even 
the Forgiveneſs of Sin, according to the Riches of his 
Grace : In ourſelves we are dead, but in him we 
have Life ; for he is rhe Reſurrection and the Life : 
| In ourſelyes we are dark and blind, but in him we 
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in Darkneſs, and he opens the Eyes of the Blind: 


In ourſelves we are wretched, miſerable and naked; 


but he is Gold tried in the Fire to inrich the Poor, 
and a Covering for the Naked : In a Word, in 
ourſelves we are loſt, but in him we have Salvati- 
on ; for he is the God of Salvation : Therefore all 
the Ranſomed and Redeemed of the Lord muſt 


needs ſay, Net unto us, not unto us, but unto thy Name 


be the Glory ; yea, they ſhal] through Eternity caſt 
down their Crowns before him, and cry with a loud 
Voice, Salvation unto our God who ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the Lamb, Rev. vil. 10. 


7thly. Hence ſee the adorable Condeſcendence of 


the Lord Jeſus, in ſtooping to be the Conduit of all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings unto Men. How great is his Con- 
deſcendence, if we conſider, 1. Who he is in whom 
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Men are bleſſed? He is the Son of Cod; this is the 


perſonal Character of this glorious divine Perſon ; 
he is the Son, by eternal, ineffable and incomprehen- 
ſible Generation; for, Who can declare his Generati- 
on? He is the ſame in Subſtance with the Father, 
the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
his Perſon, equal with him in Power and in Glory. 
Is it not wonderful Condeſcendence, that he whoſe 
Name is Fehovah, who is infinitely bleſſed in himſelf, 
and who ſtands not in the leaſt Need of any of his 


Creatures, ſhould ſtoop to be the Conduit of all ſpi- 


ritual Bleſſings to Men ? Eſpecially when it is con- 


ſidered, 2. To whom it is that he is the Conduit of 


ſpiritual Bleſſings : They are Men that have rebel- 
led, Men who have broken his Law, and have 
trampled under Foot his Authority, and thereby 
have brought themſelves under his Curſe, and are 
obnoxious unto his Sin-revenging Juſtice, Yea, 


conſider, 3. How it is that he becomes the Conduit ' 


us 


fſuming 


of all ſpiritual Bleſſings unto Men: It is by af- 
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3 „ ſuming our Nature into a perſonal Union with his di. 


vine. That the great God ſhould become Man, that 


Men might be bleſſed in him, is amazing Gonde- 


ſcendence : The Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt a- 
mongſt us; he was made Fleſh, by aſſuming our 


Nature into a perſonal Union with his divine ; and 


tho? here there is no Confuſion of the two Natures, 
yet the human Nature had never any diſtinct Sub- 
ſiſtence of itſelf, but from the Moment of his In- 
carnation did always ſubſiſt in a perſonal Union 
with the divine Nature, and will do ſo through E- 
ternity. And this is one Reaſon, amongſt others, 
why all [mages and Pictures of the human Nature 


of the Son of God may be juſtly reckoned an Af— 


front upon his Perſon, and an Indignity done to 
the great God our Saviour: But more of this af— 
terwards. And, in the /aft Place, as he aſſumed 
our Nature, ſo he ſuffered unto Death, that he 
might be the Conduit of ſpiritual and eternal Blel- 
{edneſs unto Men. That the Son of God ſhould 
become Man, is wonderful Condeſcendence; that 
he ſhould be a ſuffering Man, is greater ; but that 
he thould be made a Curſe, that we might be blel- 
ſed, and that he ſhould die, that we might have 
Life, is moſt wonderful: Yet all this was needful, 
nothing leſs could bring the Bleſſing unto us. 


I proceed now to a ſecond Uſe of the Doctrine, 
which may be of Lamentation. And here may we 
not lament over the Contempt that the World caſts 


upon Chriſt? He was deſpiſed and rejected of Men 


when he appeared in Perfon upon Earth; He cam: 
unto his own, but his own received him not : He was 
afterwards rejected by the Bulk and Body of the 

Zewiſh*Nation, when the Goſpel was firſt preached 
to them by his Apoſtles; and therefore Wrath can 
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upon them to the uttermoſt : He was alſo rejected and 


deſpiſed by the great Pretenders to Wiſdom among 
the Gentiles, 1 Cor. i. 23. We preach Chriſt crucifi- 
ed, unto the Jews a Stumbling-Block, and unto the 
Greeks Fooliſhne/s. He has been a Stone of Stumbling, 
and Rock of Offence, in all Ages and Generations: 
And how much is he deſpiſed in the Age wherein 
we live? His Perſon is underyalued, his Grace is 
abuſed, his Word is ridiculed, and his Spirit is re- 
proached. O what Ingratitude 1s there in the Cen- 


tempt that Men caſt upon him, if we conſider that 


it is he who brings the Bleſſing to Men, yea; he him- 


ſelf is the great Bleſſing that is given unto us! O0 


how great Wickednels is there in it ! . When he 
is deſpiſed, all the Grace, all the Love, and all the 
Mercy of God is ſlighted : Vea, O what Injury do 


Men unto themſelves, when they reje&t him in 


whom alone Bleſſedneſs is to be found! He that 
fumneth againſt him, wrongeth his own Soul, When 
Chriſt is deſpiſed, Life is deſpiſed, Salvation from 
Sin and Wrath is deſpiſed ; Death, upon the Mat- 


ter, is preferred to Life, and the Curſe is preferred 


to the Bleſſing. O what Folly, yea, Madneſs, is 
here! If Men reject Chriſt, there is not another 
Way to obtain Bleſſedneſs; for there is no other 
Saviour, there is no other Redeemer : Therefore all 
that deſpiſe him muſt periſh. 

But, ſince this is the heinous Guilt and Sin of 


the Age in which we live, I muſt give you ſome 


particular Inſtances of the Contempt that is caſt 
upon him in whom Men are bleſſed. And here I 
lay the Charge of deſpiſing the Son of God, our 


exalted and glorious Redemer, againſt the follow- 


ing Perſons. 


1/t. He is deſpiſed by all ſuch as caſt off and 


reject that Revelation which God makes of his 
3 Mind 
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Mind to Men in his written Word, or who do not 
believe that the Scriptures are the Word of God. 
There are too many in this degenerate Age, who 
have been baptized in the Name of Chriſt, and 
yet have laid aſide the Bible: Some of them not 
only reckon it altogether uſeleſs, but even hurtful ; 
and, inſtead of regarding it as the Word of the 
living God, reproach and revile it. But, having 
ſpoken to this on a former Head, I ſhall not enlarge 
upon it now : Only, all ſuch as deſpiſe revealed 
Religion would know, that, ſince they reckon the 
manifold Wiſdom of God Fooliſhneſs, and that 
Chriſt died in vain, they are freaſuring up Wrath 
unto themſelves againſt the Day of Wrath, and the 
Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of God, It will 
be no Apology for them, that they have formed their 
Principles according to their depraved and blinded 
Judgments; nay, it will be their Condemnation, that 
Light is come into the World, and that they have loved 
Darineſs rather than Light, John iii. 19. | 
2dly. He in whom Men are bbeſſed is deſpiſed by 
the blaſphemous Socinians, who refuſe that Chriſt 
had any Exiſtence before his Birth of the Virgin 
Mary, and who affirm that he was only a Prophet 
to teach, and not a Prieſt to ſatisfy the Juſtice of 
God for Sin; and that the principal End and De- 
ſign of his Death was to confirm his Doctrine; 
and that he lived and died chiefly to give a Pat- 
tern and Example of Patience in ſuffering, of O- 
bedience to God, and Reſignation to his Will. It 
is a ſtrong Evidence of the Corruption and Depra- 
vation of Man's Nature, when ſuch who profeſs 
to own divine Revelation, do, after ſuch a bold 
and daring Manner, attempt to overthrow the ve- 
ry firſt Foundation of the Chriſtian Faith. Our 
bleſſed Lord, the faithful and true Witneſs, teſti- 


fies 


ing F 
of G 
our F 
migh 
hence 
greſſu 


him, I 
Iſa. 1 


He o. 
1 Pet 
li. 1. 


his fi 


Aton 


ſtrong 
like \ 
ſer ve 


REPO oe - 


e * g We 
n n l 
pe * N pF; l 
\ een - 
: 7 : 
? — 


ham was, I am. He who is a Child born unto us, 
and a Son given unto us, is the Mighty God, the Ever- 
laſting Father, or Father of Eternity, Iſa. ix. 6. He 
who, according to Miceh's Prophecy, was to be born 
m Bethlehem, his Goings forth have been of old, even 
from everlaſting, Micah v. 2. There is no Doubt 
that in his Life and Death he is the greateſt and 
beſt Pattern of Obedience and Reſignation unto 
the Will of God: But was this the principal 
End and Deſign of his Life and Death, to teach 
us the Will of God, and to confirm his Doctrine 
by bis Sufferings, or to give us a Pattern of Pa- 
tience in Suffering, and of Reſignation to the Will 


of God? Nay, if Men will not ſhut their Eyes 


"| againſt the plain Teſtimony of God in his own 
Word, it is evident that the principal End and 
+ | Deſign of the Manifeſtation of the Son of God in 

the Fleſh, was to make an Atonement for Sin, to 

ſatisfy the Juſtice of God, to bring in an everlaſt- 
ing Righteouſneſs for our Juſtification in the Sight 
| of God, and to give his own Life as the Price of 
1 


our Redemption from Sin and Wrath, that God 


t | might be honoured and glorified in our Salvation; 
hence it is ſaid, that he was wounded for our Tranſ- 
+ | greſſions, and the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon 


Li wk. 


- IIa. liii. 10. He was made Sin for us, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
He once ſuffered for Sins, the Fuſt for the Unjuſt, 
t 1 Pet. iii. 18. He was made @ Cur/e for us, Gal. 
- © iii. 13. His Subſtitution in the Room of Sinners, 


s bis ſuffering in their Stead, his making a proper 


d Atonement for their Sins, cannot be prong in 


2- | ſtronger and clearer Terms, than in theſe and the 
like Words of the Spirit of God. I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve upon this Head, that when Chriſt is only 

; preached 
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fies concerning himſelf, 7ohn viii. 58. Before Abra. 


him, Iſa. liii. 5. He made his Soul an Offering for Sin, 
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preached as a Pattern of Morality, when the main 


End and Deſign of bis Obedience and Death is 
overlooked, or but ſlightly touched at, true Sanc- 
tification and Holineſs can never be obtained; if 
the Foundation and Spring of Holineſs is neglec- 
ted, you have an empty Shadow without the Sub- 
ſtance, you have the ſpecious Name of Morality 
and Virtue, and that is all. If Men reject the A- 
tonement made by the Son of God, and will not 
be obliged to the Merit of his Death for Redemp- 
tion from Sin and Wrath, they deſpiſe the Bleſ- 


ſings both of Juſtification and Sanctification, and 


conſequently of eternal Salvation, that flow through 
this coſtly Chanel. 
3dly. Chriſt is defpiſed by the wicked Arians, who 


deny his true and proper Deity. The ancient A- 


rians owned that he had a Being before the Creati- 
on of the World, and that by him God created 
the World, but would not allow him to be co-eter- 
nal and co-effential with the Father; they denied 
that he was the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power 
and Glory with the Father. Our modern Refiners 


upon the Arian Scheme pretend to ſpeak more ho- 
- nourably of him than their Predeceſſors did, yet 


they will not allow him to be the ſupreme, the 
fſelf-exiflent,» and the independent God ; and truly, if 
he is not ſelf-exiſtent and independent, he is not 
God, but a mere Creature: But his Name is Jeho- 


vaßh, that is, the /elf- exiſtent and independent Being; 


he is the Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth is full of 


bis Glory: The Seraphims cover their Faces with 


their Wings before him, and cry one to another, 


Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah Tzebaoth, the whole Earth 


is full of his Glory, Iſa. vi. 3. Theſe Things ſaid E- 
ſaias when he ſaw his Glory, and ſpake of him, John 
xii. 41. He is Alpha and Omega, the Beginning aud 


the , 


| Ga N ö k +5, 
the Ending, which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty, Rev. i. 8. He is the Firſt and 
the Laſt, and beſides him there is no God, Rev. 1.. ; 
11,—17. with Ja. xliv. 6. His abſolute Eter-- > 
nity, Self-exiſtence and ſupreme Deity, cannot be 
| exprefled in plainer Terms: And, if he were not 
the ſupreme God, his Satisfaction could have born 
no Proportion to the Indignity and Dithonour that 
is done unto God by Sin; it would not have had 
Merit, Worth, or Value in it to make an Atone- 
ment for Sin: But he is Jehovah, God over all ble/- 
ſed for ever ; and therefore our ſure and all-ſuffici- 
ent Help is in his great Name. 
Ahh. He in whom Men are bleſſed is deſpiſed 
by the Popiſh Church. The whole Doctrine of Po- 
pery is levelled againſt the Offices, the Word, and 
Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : That univerſal 
| Headſhip that the Pope of Nome claims to himſelf 
over the Houſe of God, is an Evidence that he is 


1 Þ that Antichriſt, who, as God, ſitteth in the Temple of 
ed, oppoſing and exalting himſelf above every Thing 
5 | that is called God, 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. Their Doctrines 
þ concerning the ImperteCtion of the holy Scriptures, 


the Authority and Neceſſity of unwritten Traditi- 
| ons, as alſo the Infallibility their Church claims to 
it herſelf, and that blind Subjection that is required 
from all her Members to her Decrees and Canons, 
are all ſo many Evidences that their Church is an- 
5 | tichriſtian. Their Doctrines concerning the Me- 
rt of good Works, concerning Penance for Sin 
in this Life, and a Purgatory after this Life, are 

oppoſite to that only and abundant Merit that is 


th | in the Death of Chriſt, to the Fulneſs of Virtue 
E- | and Efficacy that is in the Satis faction he gave to the 
nn | LawandJuſtice of God, and contrary to the Freedom 
1 of Grace: manifeſted i in the Juſtification of a Sin- 
he 
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ner before God, on the Account of the Righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt imputed and received by Faith a- 
lone. If our Perſons are accepted, either in Whole 
or in Part, on the Account of any good Works 
done by us; if any Thing done by us by be rec- 
koned in the leaſt ſatisfactory for Sin, then the 
Doctrine of Juſtification and Salvation by the free 
Grace of God is quite overturned ; for, if by Grace, 
then it is no more of Works, otherways Grace is 15 
more Grace, Rom. xi. 6. But I ſhall not now in- 
fiſt on theſe Things ; I only obſerve at the Time, 
that the Popiſh Doctrine concerning [mages or Pic- 
tures of the Lord Jeſus is highly diſhonourable to 
him. I have already noticed, that all P:ifures of 
Chriſt are an Indignity unto his divine Perſon. Some 
of you, it is like, may ſay, May we not have a Picture 
of the human Body of Chriſt, to bring him to our 
Remembrance, as we remember our abſent or deceaſt 
Friends by their Pictures? But, is there not a vaſt 


Difference betwixt that Remembrance you ought to 


have of Chriſt, and the Remembrance you may have 
of any abſent or deceaſt Friend? Ought you to have 
any Remembrance of Chriſt but what is religious? 
that is, Ought 
him but what includes ſupreme Love to his Per- 
ſon, Confidence and. Truſt in him for ſpiritual and 
eternal Bleſſedneſs, and alſo Gratitude and Thank- 
fulneſs to him for what he has done and ſuffered ? 
This is what you will readily acknowledge, if you 
are conſiſtent with your Chriſtian Profeſſion. But 

you will ſay, May we not have a Picture of him to 
excite to this religious Remembrance, though we 
do not worſhip the Picture? If you think ſo, then 
you and the Papiſts are agreed in this Point: They 
expreſly refuſe that they worſhip Images or Pic- 
Tures; they are not ſo mad as to affirm that there 
15 


you to have any Remembrance of 
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ought to be reverenced or adored: Nay, ſay they 
« We make Uſe of Images or Pictures of Chrift® - 

« to aſſiſt us in our Devotions, to excite in us 4 
« more lively Remembrance of him, and to raiſe 
our Affections unto him.” See the Biſhop of 
Condom's Ex poſition of the Doctrine of the Catho- 
lick Church, Seck. 5. : 

But an Inage or Picture of Chriſt, for rel igiou 
Ends and Purpoſes, is the Idolatry forbidden in 
the ſecond Command. The firſt Command directs 
us to the Object of Worſhip, namely, FE H O- 
VA H the true God, who is one God in three Per- 
ſons; the ſecond Command directs us to the Means 
of Worihip, namely, all ſuch Ordinances as he has 
appointed in his Word : The firſt Command for- 
bids us to worſhip any other but the true God; and 
the ſecond Command forbids us to worſhip the true 
God by Images, or any other Way not appointed 
in his Word. It expreſly forbids all Images or Pic- 
tures of any Thing in Heaven or in Earth, as aſ- 
fiſting or exciting Means of our Devotion, and that 
becauſe God is a jealous God: Therefore all Ima- 
ges and Pictures of Chriſt, for exciting a religious 
Remembrance of him, are an Abomination in the 
Sight of God. If you inquire where it is that 
you may ſee Chriſt, I anſwer, Chriſt is ſet before 
you, crucified, in the Word and in the Sacraments ; 
theſe are the Ordinances of his own Inſtitution | 
and Appointment : And, if ever you get a ſaving 
Sight of Chriſt, it is only in his own Ordinances 
that you can ſee him; for it is not with the Eye of 
Senſe, but with the Eye of Faith, that a crucified 
Chriſt is ſeen, 2 Cor. v. 9———16. His own In- 


ſtitutions are the only as well as the moſt ſufficient 
Means for giving us the ſaving Knowledge of hin 
E | 1 and 


4s not ſtudy Conformity to him in their Lives, 


WD „ 

and for exciting our Lo to him, and our Confi- 
dence and Truſt in him; cherefore all Images and 
Pictures of Chriſt are only an imaginary Chriſt, 
and a groſs Deluſion. Let me then adviſe you to 
be concerned to get a ſpiritual View of the Glory 
that is in a crucified Chriſt, as he is ſet before you 
in the Ordinances of the Goſpel: If Men loſe 
once a ſpiritual Senſe of the Things of God, and 


ſpiritual Views of Chriſt in his Perſon and Suffer 


ings, they are ready to ſubſtitute in the Room there- 
of Images, Pictures, or Paintings of Chriſt, to gra- 
tify their carnal Senſes; and this is the true Ori— 
gin and Spring of all that Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion that for ſo long a Time has been the Sin and 
Plague of the Chriſtian World. 

5 66%. All carnal Repreſentations of Chriſt and 
his Sufferings, for a profane or common Ule, are 
a high Contempt of the Perſon, Death, and Medi- 
ation of the Lord Jeſus. If it is an Abomination 
in the Church of Rome to frame Images or Pictures 
of him for a religious Uſe, is no leſs an Abomination 
to carry about a2 pretended Picture of Chriſt in his 
Sufferings, to expoſe it as common Shew for Mo- 


ney, under a Pretence of ſhewing a fine Piece of 


Paint; this is a moſt profane Proftituting of the ſa- 
cred Myſteries of our holy Chriſtian Religion: I 
am bold to warn you againſt ſuch an abominable 
Practice; it is, with a Witneſs, a trampling under 
Foot the Son of God, and a counting the Blood of the 


Covenant, wherewith we are ſundtified, an unholy or 


common Thing. 

6thly. Chriſt is deſpiſed by them who do not 
believe on him, or who receive not the Teſtimo- 
ny that is given in the Word concerning him. 
All who do not receive Chriſt into thejr. Hearts, 
who do not ſubmit unto his Government, and who 
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ſpife him. The Charge, as it is now laid, is the 


epidemick Sin of this Generation; it is the Sin of 
this Generation, it is the Sin of this Congregation. 


Have we not Reaſon to ſay, Who hath believed our 
Report? To whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed? 


You have enjoyed the Word of the Goſpel for a 


conſiderable Time ; but ſome are more hardned un- 
der the Means of Grace, and others are altogether 
indifferent and unconcerned about the Bleſſing that 
the Word of the Goſpel brings unto them ; they 
prefer the World, their Trade, or their Merchan- 
diſe, to Chriſt and the Blefledneſs that is to be 
found in him, like thoſe mentioned, Matth. xxii. 5. 
Some deceive themſelves with a preſumptuous Hope 
and Confidence in themſelves, and others are weari- 
ed of the Goſpel! ; they lothe the Doctrines and 


plain Truths of the Goſpel, as the 1/raelites did 


the Manna in the Wilderneſs. Too many give: u 

themſelves to open Profanity and Wickedneſs, while 
others content themſelves with an external Pro- 
feſſion, and an outward Attendance upon the Or- 
dinances of the Goſpel. Know, that if you do 
not receive Chriſt into your Hearts, it you do not 
receive the Teſtimony of God in his Word con- 
cerning his Son, if you do not embrace him in his 
Perſon and Offices, as he is offered to you in the 
Word and Promiſes of the Goſpel, you deſpiſe 
and reject him; and if you deſpiſe and reject him, 
you reject the Bleſſing, you prefer Dench to Life, 
you prefer Deſtruction and Miſery to eternal Feli- 
city and Bleſſedneſs. And, for a Concluſion to 
this Head, may I not ask at you, What ails you 
at Chriſt? He is altogether lovely, he is fairer than 


the Sons of Men, a Name is given unto him above 


every Neme, that Men may be bleſſed in him, What 
ails you at the Way of Salvation through ut 


* od 5 


＋ þ 
WS. 
7 128 4 
2 4 

.. 1 


* 

9 
+4 

; 0 
n 


i 


/*% 


8 and a Way that is ſafe for you? 
at the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt? Is not all your 


60 * 
Is it not a Way that honoufs and glorifies God, 


W hat ails you 


own as filthy Rags? Can you preſent any Thing 


that you can call your own before a holy God, as 


the Ground of your Acceptance in his Sight ? Is 
not the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt a ſufficient, as well 
as the only Ground for the Juſtification of a Sinner 
before God ? What ails you at the Government of 
Chriſt ? Is not his Toke eaſy, and his Burden light? 
His Commandments are not gr jevous : All the Com- 
mands of the moral Law are the Commands of a 
Gd in Chriſt unto his People; and that Obedi- 
ence unto them which ſprings from Faith, and is 
influenced by the Love of Chriſt, is both Pleaſant- 
neſs and Peace; for Wiſdom's Ways are Pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her Paths are Peace, Prov. iii. 17. 


I 3 to a third Uſe of the Doctrine, and 
it is by Way of Exhortation. It it is fo, that Bleſ- 


ſedneſs is to be found in Chriſt, then I exhort you 
; all, and every one, to come to him for the Blefling. 


I ſhall offer a few Things by Way of Motive. 
And, 2: A Word by Way of Direction unto you. 
And, to move you to come unto him for the Bleſ- 


 fing, confider, 1/?. All that Bleſſedneſs that is to be 


found in Chriſt is offered unto you: In the Word 


of the Goſpel that we preach unto you, all the 


Bleſſings of the new Covenant are brought unto 
your Door, they are ſpread before you; Thus 
faith the Lord, Incline your. Ear, and come unto me ; 
_ hear, ani your Souls ſhall live; and 1 will make an ever- 
dating Covenant with you, even the ſure Mercies of 
David, Ifa. lv. 3. God doth earneſtly call and in- 
vite you to come and partake in the Bleſſedneſs 
that i is to be found in Gund 4 his awful Authority 
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e of the Saul; but all ſuch as are bleſ= 
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is interpoſed, commanding you to come unto him 2 
for the Blefling ; This is his Commandment, that ue 


ſhould believe on the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, a 


i John iii. 23. 
2h. Conſider to whom it is that the Bleſling is 
offered: My Text tells you that it is unto Men; 
for Men ſhall be bleſſed in him. God comes as & 
God of Bleſſings in his Chriſt to ſinful and rebel- 
lious Men; Unio you, O Men, J call, and my Voice 
1s 17 the Boat of Men, Prov. vill. 4. 
3h. Conſider what is the Bleſſing that is offer- 
ed 3 you : It is no leſs than God himſelf; he 
gives himſelf in Chriſt unto you; I will be your 
God, and you ſhall be my People. And with birnſelf 


he gives Salvation and Deliverance from Sin and 


Wrath, and thc eternal and beatifick Viſion of 
himſelf in Glory; all this is offered unto you: 
What would you have more, or what can you 
deſire more? 

4%. Confider the Worth and Excellency of 
the Bleſſings wherewith Men are bleſſed in Chriſt : 
They are moſt excellent, and moſt valuable ; if 
they are compared with all other Things, they 
will be found to excel them all. (1.) The Bleſ- 
ſings that are to be found in Chriſt are ſubſtantial 
Bleſſings. All Things in this World are at beſt 
but a Shadow, a vain Shew, Pſal. xxxix. 6. But 
the Bleſſings that are to be found in Chriſt are a 
ſubſtantial Portion and Inheritance, they that inhe- 
rit them, inherit Subſtance, Prov. viii. 21. They are 
ſubſtantial Food to the Soul; Eat ye that which 
is good, Tia. IV. 2. Hence, (2. ) the Bleſſings to 
be found in Chriſt are Soul-/atisfying Bleſſings, they 
ailord abundant Satisfaction. The World, and the 
belt Things in it, can never ſatisfy the Defires and 
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fed in Chriſt, are ſatisfied with his abundant Grace, 


with the Goodne/5* of his Houſe, even of his holy 
Place, Pſalm Ixv. 4. They are ſatisfied as with 
Marrow and Fatneſs, Pſalm Ixiii. 5. (3.) The 
Bleſſings that are to be found in Chriſt are ſure and 
certain; they are called the ſure Mercics of Da- 
vid, 1/a. Iv. 3. All other Things are uncertain ; 
Riches take Wings and fly away ;+ one may be rich 
to-day, and poor to-morrow ; you have every 
Day Inſtances of the Uncertainty of all Things in 
this World: But ſuch as are bleſſed in Chriſt can 
never be deprived of their Bleſſedneſs ; the Bleſ- 
ſings wherewith they are bleſſed are in a ſure Hand, 
they are kept by the Lord Jeſus : Yea, he himſelf 
is their Bleſſedneſs; therefore, take from the Be- 
liever what you will, you can never take his Porti- 
on from him; for his God is his Portion: What- 
ever the Believer may loſe, he can never loſe his 
Treaſure, Chriſt is his Treaſure ; Who ſhall ſe pa- 
rate us from the Love of Chriſt? Rom. vill. 35. 
(4.) The Bleflings that are to be found in Chriſt 
are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 18. It a Man ſhould enjoy 
all the good Things that this World can afford, 
Death deprives him of them all, it makes a Sepa- 
ration betwixt us and every Thing in Time; but 
the Bleſſings that are to be found in Chriſt go 
through Death with the Bcliever : Yea, the full 
Enjoyment of that Bleſſedneſs which is promiſed 
unto him, is in that better Country, the Heavenly, 
which lics beyond the Line of Time. 

5thly. Conſider all the Bleflings that are in Chriſt 
are freely given. You have nothing but Poverty 
and Miſery, but the good Things that are treaſured 
up in Chriſt, are given out freely to wretched and 
miſerable Men: Pardon of Sin is the free Gift of 
God, eternal Life is the free Gift of God, all the 

L 3 Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings Saichufed by Chriſt are Bleſſings of Grice 
unto you, you may have them -without Money" and 
without Price, Ia. lv. 1. Whoſcever will, let him 
take the Water of Life: freely, Revel. xxili. 17. Fi- 
nally, if you are not bleſſed in Chriſt, you muſt 
remain under the Curſe, and under the Wrath of 
God; you ſhall die under the Curſe. and you muſt 
needs ly under the Wrath of God for ever. What- 
ever you may think of it now, you ſhall know in 
a little, to your woful Experience, that the Threat- 
nings of God's Word are not mere Scarcrows, and 
that the Wrath of a Sin-revenging God is not a 
Matter of Jeſt : It is a fearful Thing to fall into 
the Hands of the living God. 

I ſhall conclude this Head with a few Words by 
Way of Advice unto you. If you would be bleſ- 
ſed in Chriſt, 1/. Seriouſly conſider your miſerable 
State in the firſt Adam, and that, while you are in 
a natural State and Condition, you are under the 
Curſe and under the Wrath of God. Atheiſm 
lies at the Root of all the more open, or more ſe- 
cret and hidden Contempt that there is, amongſt 
Men, of Chriſt, and the Way of Bleſſedneſs through 
him; it is the Spring of the Indifferency and Care- 
leſneſs that is amongſt the moſt Part of the Hearers 
of the Goſpel about their eternal Salvation. Did 
Men really believe that they are by Nature under 
the Curſe and Wrath of God, did they believe the 
Juſtice and Holineſs of God, and the Deſert of e- 
very Sin, they would readily value and prize the 
Revelation and Offer of Bleſſedneſs that is made 
unto Men through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 2h). See 
your Inability to come unto Chriſt for the Bleſ- 
ſing. Some reckon it an eaſier Matter to believe 
than to practiſe ; ſuch, I am ſure, are Strangers 

both to ſaving Faith and ſound rocker; Saving 
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Faith in Chriſt is above the Power of Nature, it it is 
is the Fruit of the exceeding Greatneſs of divine Bleſ 
Power, it is the Effect of that mighty Power which the + 
wrought in Chriſt when he was raiſed from the Dead, Offer 


: Eph. i. 19, 20. And without Faith there can be ragen 
0 no Soundneſs in Practice. It is the firſt Principle by V 
olf any acceptable Obedience unto God, either in In 
| the Duties of the firſt or ſecond Table of the tert © 
| Law; for without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 100 


Cod, Heb. xi. 6. If ever you come to the Lord I yourſ 
Jeſus for the Bleſſing, you muſt be convinced ol Wra 


your Unbelief ; and a thorough Conviction of Un- convi 
belief is the ſpecial Work of the holy Spirit, I ſeen t 
Juobn xvi. 8. If you are convinced of your Un- you! 
belief, you will not only ſec your Inability to be- and t' 


lieve, but alſo the Enmity that is in your Heart I ye ha 
againſt the Way of Salvation through Chriſt, Rom. Series 
viii. 7. 3dly. Wait carefully upon the Ordinan- I have 
ces of the Lord's Inſtitution and Appointment ; || have 
Faith comes by Heoring, and Hearing by the Word of ture © 
Cod. The Bleſſing is promiſed in his own Ordi- and v 
nances, and it is in them that you may expect to |} trarie 
find the Bleſſing, Exod. xx. 24. In all Places where Law, 
record my Name, I will come unto thee, and I will I him, 
»  Bbleſ5ithee. In the laſt Place, Pray for the Bleſſing J yerlaf 
3 from him. Prayer is a ſpecial Mean of his own thing 
E Inſtitution and Appointment for obtaining the Bleſ- haly, 
ſing : All the Bleſſings of the Purchaſe of Chriſt that a 
are freely promiſed and freely given; the Grace all u. 
of Faith, as we obſerved before, whereby we are || and t| 
intereſted in the Bleſſedneſs that is to be found in Help 
I Chriſt, is likeways a promiſed Bleſſing : And this that 8 
1 may encourage you to look, to wait and pray for faved, 
© | the Spirit of Faith; and if you are ſeeking the God: 
E Spirit of Faith, under a Senſe and Feeling of your very 
—  Unbelicf, ye are in the Way to obtain it. Lord 


I pro- 
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I proceed to the 14. | 
it is in a Word to ſuch as are Partakets of that 


Bleſſedneſs that is in Chriſt, And here I ſhall; in 


the firſt Place, give ſome ChataFers of them. 2. 
Offer ſome Things for their Conſolation and Encous 


ragement. And, 3. conclude with a few Words 


by Way of Advice unto them. 

In the jir/t Place, I ſhall give you a few Chorac- 
ters of them that are bleſſed in Chriſt. | 

1/7. If you are bleſſed in him, ye have ſeen 
ourſelves under Sin, and under the Curſe and 
Wrath of God by Nature; the Spirit of God has 
convinced you both of Sin and Miſery : You have 
ſeen the Sin of your Nature, and of your Way ; 
you have ſeen yourſelves Sinners in the firſt Adam, 
and that you are Tran/grefſors from the very Womb ; 
ye have ſeen that your Life has been one continued 


Series and Tract of Rebellion againſt God; you 


have ſeen Sin in its exceeding Sinfulneſs; you 
have ſeen it in its Contrariety unto thè holy Na- 
ture of God, and conſequently that you are loathſom 
and vile before him ; ye have ſeen Sin in its Con- 


trariety unto the Authority of God expreſſed in his 


Law, and conſequently that you are guilty before 
him, and that you are not only obnoxious unto e- 
verlaſting Wrath, but allo that you deſerve no- 
thing but Wrath, and that he is righteous, juſt and 
haly, tho? he ſhould. condemn you; you have ſeen 
that all your Duties are as an unclean Thing, that 
all your own Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags, 


Uſe of this Doctrine; and 


and that you can do nothing at all for your own 


Help and Recovery from that Miſery and Ruin 


that Sin has brought you under, and that, if you are 


ſaved, your Salvation muſt be by the free Grace of 


God alone through Jeſus Chriſt. In a Word, e- 


very convinced Sinner, who has come unto the 


Lord Jeſus for the Bleſſing, ſees the Evil of Sin, 
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and his Abominations, /a. ii. 12 


( 66 
himſelf is beat down, his loſty Looks are humbled, 
the Haughtineſs of his Heart is made low; he 


lothes himſelf before the Lord for his Iniquities 
17. Exel. 


XXXV1. 31. | N 
2dly, If you are bleſſed in Chriſt, you have a 


\ ſpiritual Inbeing in him, through the Faith of the 
Operation of God. Many of you are joined to 
the Lord Jeſus only by an outward Profeſſion ; you 


are baptized in the Name of Chriſt, you attend up- 
on his Ordinances, you have ſome common Know- 
ledge of the Principles of Religion, and make an 
outward Subjection unto Chriſt : But, if theſe are 
the only Ligaments and Bonds wherewith ye are 


joined unto him, ye have no Part as yet in the 
_ Blefling, ye are Strangers unto him, ye are amongſt 


the Branches that ſhall be taken away as withered 
and uſeleſs, who are gathered in the End and caſt 
into the Fire, and are burned, 7% xv. 2 6. 


If you have any real and ſpiritual Inbeing in 


Chriſt, the Spirit of the Lord has taken the Face 


of Covering from off you, he has, by the Means of 


the Word of the Goſpel, fined into your Hearts, 


and given unto you the Light of the Knowledge of the 


Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus, 2 Cor. iv. 6. You 
have got a Diſcovery of Chriſt in the Glory of his 


. Perſon, and in the Suitableneſs of his Offices, as a 


meet Saviour and Redeemer ſor you; and your 


Souls have ecchoed back to the Goſpel-Revelation 
of Chriſt, In ibe Lord have I Righteoujneſ5 and 
Strength. I count it a faithful Saying, and worthy 


of all Acceptation, that Chriſt came to ſave Sinners, 


of whom I am the Chief. In a Word, you approve. 


of the whole Plan of Salvation thro' Chriſt, as a 
Device full of infinite Wiſdom and Love, as a De- 
1 | Vice 


and alſo the high Deſert of it ; all Confidence in 
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òèice that honours and plorifies God, and 
ſuitable and ſafe for you; you reſt upon the Perſon 


that is 


and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt for Salvation fem 


Sin in its Guilt and Filth, and alſo in its Power: 
and Being; you reſt upon him for Deliverance from 


the Wrath to come, for Acceptance in the Sight 
of God, for a Right and Title to eternal Glory, 
and for the actual Fruition and Enjoyment'of what- 
ever is contained in the everlaſting Covenant. 
3dly. If you are bleſſed in Chriſt, you will eſteem 
him highly yourſelves; and it will be your Deſire 
that he may be exalted and honoured by others : 
I fay, you will eſteem him yourſelves. If he is 
deſpiſed by them that belicve not, if he is a Stone 


of Stumbling and a Rock of Offence unto tbem 
yet unto hem that believe he is precious, 1 Pet. ii. 


7. They prefer and eſteem him above all other 
Perſons and Things whatſoever. Likeways, it 
will be your Deſire that he may be exalted and ho- 
noured in the Congregation and Place where you 
live, and you will readily lay out yourſelves, in 
the ſeveral Stations in which you are placed, to 
| honour and glorify his Name; you will deſire that 
he may be exalted in the Land wherein you live ; 
yea, you cannot but cry out with the Pſalmiſt, in 
the Words following our Text, Bleſſed be his glo- 
rious Name for ever, and let the whole Earth be fil. 
led with his Glory; Amen, and Amen. | 
4thly. If you are bleſſed in him, then you will 
ſtudy Conformity to his Image. It js one of the 
diſtinguiſhing Characters of all that are bleſſed in 
him, that they are conformed to his Image, Rom. viii. 
29. And this is no {mall Part of that Bleſſedneſs 
wherewith Men are bleſſed in Chriſt, as you heard. 
All that 'are bleſſed in him, they are renewed in 
the whole Man after the Image of God, Eph. iv. 23. 
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68 , 
ture, 2 Pet. i. 4. They have an inward Principle 
of Purity and Holineſs implanted in them, and it 
is their Endeavour daily to die unto Sin, and to 
live unto Righteouſneſs, to advance in Sanctifica- 


tion and Holineſs, till the Top- Stone is ſet upon 


the Work in Glory. If you are conformed unto 
the Image of Chriſt, then you will love the whole 
Law of God, becauſe of its Purity and Holineſs ; 
you will hate every falſe Way, becauſe of its Con- 


. trariety to the Holineſs and Authority of God; in- 


dwelling Sin will be your daily Burden, you will 
maintain a daily Conflict and Fight againſt it, you 
will make Chriſt your Pattcrn and Example, you 
will daily. purſue after Conformity to your holy 
Head, and you will thirſt after Deliverance from 


the Inbeing of Sin, and after that conſummate and 


complete Sanctification and Holineſs, which, ac- 
cording to his Promiſe, you ſhall ſhortly attain un- 


to; for he will pre/ent all his Members unto him/el; 


a glarious Church, not having Spot er Wrinkle, or any 
fuch Thing, but boly and without Blemiſh, Eph. v. 27. 

I proceed, in the /2cond Place, unto a Word of 
Conſolation and Encouragement unto all that are 
indeed, bleſſed in Chriſt, and particularly to you 
who can lay Claim to the Characters juſt now given. 


Whatever diſcouraging Providences you may be 


tried with, whatever Difficulties you may be under, 


Whatever your Afflictions or Troubles may be, yet 


ou haye Ground for ſtron For, 


g Conſolation. 


In the fir? Place, If you are bleſſed in Chriſt, 


your Bleſſedneſs is well ſecured unto you. Your 
great New Covenant Head is Truſtee for you ; he 
is not only intruſted with all the Concerns of his 


. Father's Honour and Glory, but alfo with all that 


FQncerns you for Time and Eternity; neither De- 
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vils nor Men can pluck you out of his Hand, Jobe — 0 
x. 28. 1 give unto Them eternal Life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them gut of my 
Hand. The firſt Adam loſt the Stock of Bleſſed- 
neſs that was put into his Hand, and thereby ruin- 
ed himſelf and all his Poſterity; but the ſecond 4A. 
dam is the mighty Cod, what his Father put into 
his Hands {hall be ſurely and lately kept; and what 
you have committed unto him, he is able to keep againſt 
Thin Day, viz. the Day of his eren Appearance, 
2 Tim. 1 

24h. i 8 are bleſſed in him, you are bleſſed 
in any Thing that you have. If you have bur lit- 
tle in the World, there is a Bleſſing in it; A little 
that a e Man hath, is better than the Riches 
of many wicked, There is a Bleſſing in all your 
Loſſes, and in all your Croſſes; whatever croſs 
Winds oi Providence may blow in your Face, they 
are deſigned for your Good; whatever Loſſes you 
may meet with, they are for your Good ; for all 
Things ſhall work tether for Good to them that love 
God, Rom. viii. 28. 

3dly. IF you are bleſſed in Chriſt, you can never 
be accurſed. Satan and his Inſtruments may curſe 
and revile you, but they cannot hurt you; if they 
malign and revile you, reckon the Reproach of 
Chriſt your Grown and your Glory: Mou are re- 
proached for the Name of Chriſt, happy are you ; for 
the Spirit of Glory and of God reſteth upon you, 1 Pet. 
iv. 14. You are tafely ſheltered and covered from 
the Curſe of the Law, and from the Sin- -revenging 
Juſtice of God, under his Shadow who is the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs : The Curſe of the Law can never 
take Hold on you, it is a Hand-Writing that is 
cancelled and blotted out; for there is no Condemna- 
fro to them that are is Chriſt, In a Word, you 


have _ 
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| glorious Appearance. He who ſuffered — 
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Faith, Who ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of God's 


Elec? It is God that juſtifieth : Wha is he that con- 
demneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is 
riſen again, «who is even at the Right-Hand of God, 


who alſo maleth Interceſſion for us, Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
4thly, If you are bleſſed in Chriſt, you ſhall be 


bleſſed "x your Death ; Bleſſed are the Dead that die 


in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. You muſt die as well as 
others, but Death will be a Bleſſing unto you: 
Death is diſarmed of its Sting, and is a Friend unto 


all them that are in Chriſt ; it is a Meſſenger ſent 


to bring them to the Poſſeſſion of that perfect and 


complete Bleſſedneſs that is reſerved for them. Are 


you hleſſed in Chriſt ? Then Death will put a Pe- 
riod to all your Doubts and Fears, to all your 
Temptations and Trials; it will ſet you free from 
all the Remains of Stn, it will bring you unto the 
immediate Enjoyment of God himſelf, who is your 


_ everlaſting Glory and Bleſſedneſs. Hence, 


In the fifth Place, You ſhall be bleſſed after 


Death. The Souls of Believers are at their Death 


made perfect in Holineſs, and they paſs immediate- 


ly into Glory; you ſhall then paſs into the imme- 
diate Fruition and Enjoyment of God, you ſhall ' 


ſee him as he is, you ſhall be with him where he is, 
and ſhall behold his Glory, 7% xvil. 24. You ſhall 


paſs into .the immediate Worſhip and Service of 


God, for there his Servants ſhall ſerae him, Rev. 
XX11. 3. You ſhall paſs into an everlaſting Freedom 
from all Sin, all Sorrow, and all Trouble: God 
ſhall wipe away all Tears from your Eyes, and there 
ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, 


neither ſhall there be any more Pain, Rev. xxi. 4. 
6thly. You thall be fleſſed at the Day of Chriſt's 
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254 who roſe by his own Power from the Dead, 


and who is now ſet down on the Right-Hand of the 


Majeſty on High, will come again from Heaven to 
Earth with Power and great Glory : Surely, ſays 
he, I come quickly, Rev. xxii. 20, The Day of 
his Coming will be a terrible Day to his Saga For: 
and to the Enemies of his Church and People: It 
will be the Day of his righteous Vengeance on Sa- 
tan, and on all the wicked and ungodly : But it 
will be a Day of Bleſſings unto you that are inte- 
reſted in him ; you ſhall then be raiſed vp in Glory, 
your vile Bodies ſhall then be changed, and ſhall be 


faſhioned like unto his glorious Body ; your glorious 


Head, in whom you are bleſſed, will openly ac- 
knowledge and own you as his, before his Father, 


and before the holy Angels, yea, before the Devils, 


and before all the wicked and ungodly World ; 


he will in like Manner openly acquit you from e- 
very Accuſation and Charge that Law and Juſtice ' 


may give in againſt you, and from all the Re- 
proaches that Satan or his Inſtruments may throw 
upon you. You are now juſtified and pardoned ; 


but then the Sentence Hall 'be publiſhed and de- 


clared before all the World : Every Tongue that 
riſeth in Judgment againſt you ſhall be condemned. 
Then will he ſay unto you, Come, ye bleſſed of my 


Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you you the 


Foundation of the World, Matth. xxiv. 34. 
I conclude this Subject with a few Words by 


Way of Adaice to ſuch as are Partakers in the 


Bleſſedneſs that is to be found in Chriſt. 
And, in the %% Place, be concerned to honour. 


him in whom ye are bleſſed. He is a glorious and-- 


honourable Perſon, yea, he is infinitely excellent 
and glorious : A Name is giffen him which is a- 
* every Name that ie named, both in this 
* | | World, 
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World, and in that which is to come. You are 


under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to honour him; he 3 
humbled himſelf, he vailed the Glory of his J ternit. 
divine Perſon, and made himſelf of no Reputation I 3. 1x 
for a Time, that you might be bleiled in him: ne 
Should you not then lay out yourſelves to honour * 

and glorify him ? If you inquire what Way you : Al 
1 ought to glorify him ? I anſwer, Be concerned for As 
[ his declarative Honour and Glory in the World; I vourt 
/ appear for him in the ſeveral Stations in which "ok 
you are placed; be neither aſhamed to own his ty: | 
. deſpiſed Members, nor to confeſs any of his inju- 1 
red Truths; beware of grieving his Spirit, and ſtu— from 
dy univerſal Obedience to his Law ; let your E- Dun 
ſteem of his Perſon increaſe and grow the more that At 7 
- you ſee him undervalued and deſpiſed. I know the G 

not if in any Period, ſince the Dawning of Refor- and 
mation-Light in Scotland, more Contempt has been I gi 5 
caſt upon the Perſon; upon the Offices, upon the 8 7 
Word and the Spirit of Chriſt, than in the Age Th 
wherein we live. Is not that bleſſed Book, the Bi- for th 
ble, the Object of the Scorn and Ridicule of many! e 

Is not his Perſon rejected, and his Grace. deſpiſed? ¶ con 
Are not the ſpecial Operations of his bleſſed Spirit = 


_ \ Teviled? But, if he is a Stone of Stumbling, and I Neig! 
a Rock of Offence unto others, let him be more pr 92 
b. in your Eyes, let your Love to him grow ; 775 


| ; for he is worthy to be loved, he is infinitely glo- pleſſe 
tions, and altogether lovely: And, if you can do ; 

4 | . in all 
| no more for him, be affected with the Diſhonours eſſe 
5 that are done unto him; mourn in ſecret for the he cc 
Diſhonours that are done him in Scotland, and in 5 
the Place and Congregation where you live. 605 


'. 2dly. If you are among thoſe who are bleſſed in 
bim, then live e who is the inexhauſtible 
Treaſure - Houſe of all ſpiritual Bleſſings + Let all 
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your Hopes and Expectations centre in him: Truſt 


PE 


him with what concerns you for Time and E- 
ternity : Make Uſe of that Fulneſs of Grace that 
dwells in his Perſon ; he has new Bleſſings to give 
you every Day ; he giveth liberally, and upbraideth 
at. 1 
3dly. See that you glory in his holy Name. You 
have Ground for a holy Boaſt and Gloriation in 
your bleſſed and glorious Head; glory in him as your 
Strength for every Duty, and under every Difficul- 
ty; glory in him as your juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 


under whoſe Shadow you are ſheltered and ſaved 1 

from the vindictive Wrath of God, and in woom | 
vou have Acceſs with the Boldneſs of Faith into 
* | the Holieſt of all. In a Word, glory in him as E | 
che God of your Salvation; he will be your All M 
' Þ and your Glory through Eternity: Let him that 5 
I glorieth, glory in the Lord, 1 Cor. i. 31. | 1 
? 4thly. Be concerned for others, that they may be F 
- Þ bleſſed in him. Come with vour Families unto him k 


for the Bleſling ; bring your Children and Servants 
. {| unto him, that he may bleſs them; pray for the 
" | Congregation wherein you live, that many in it 
. may be bleſſed in him; pray for a Bleſſing on you 
: ' Neighbours ; yea, ble/s them that perſecute you, and 3 


* 
Go 

. od 8 

_ 


pray for them that deſpitefully uſs you. 2 6 | 
Finally, Give Glory to him in whom you are 
© Þ bleſſed : Bleſs his holy Name; all and every one WW 
in all Natiens, who are bleſſed in him, ſhall call him q | 
* Lleſſead. When he bleſſeth us, he makes us bleſſed, if 
[hb | his Bleſſings unto us: But he is NY; 
e communicates hi g us WJ 

* Þ infinitely bleſſed in himſelf, he can receive no Ad- 1 
dition to his Bleſfedneſs ; and therefore, when you, VP: 
are called to bleſs him, and tg give Glory unto him, Þ ; 
ou are called to declare Glory to acknow. =D \4 q\ 
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- 
ledge what he is, and | has tie he has done for you: 
And who is ſufficient for this Work and Exerciſe ? 
For wno can ſhew forth his Praiſe? Who can de- 
clare his Glory? Yet you ought to mint at it; it 
is what you ought to endeavour to do. Are you 
bleſſed in bim? O then give Glory to him, and 
bleſs him; acknowledge with Heart and Tongue 
that he is infinitely bleſſed jn himſelf, and that your 
Goodneſs cannot extend unto him. Give Glory to 
„bim, by declaring his glorious Excellencies and 
Perfections: Bleſs him, by agknowledging your- 
ſelves Debtors to his ſovereign and free Love, and 
his rich and abundant Mercy and Grace: And 
though you have much Reaſon to complain that 
=> you have neither Hearts nor Tongues for this ſpi- 


- ſhall, without a jarring Note, or miſtuned Heart, 
join the heavenly Quiriſters, who cry out with a 
loud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to 
receive Power, and Riches, and Wi ſdom, and Strength, 

and Honur, and Glory, and Bleſſing. And let every 
Creature which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, ſay, 
Bleſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power be unto him 
that ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever, Rev. v. 12, 13. 
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